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Take Your Place 


“If you cannot on the ocean 
Sail among the swiftest fleet 
Rocking on the highest billows, 
Laughing at the storms you meet, 
You can stand among the sailors, 
Anchored yet within the bay, 
You can lend a hand to help them 
As they launch their boats away. 


“If you are too weak to journey 
Up the mountain, steep and high, 
You can stand within the valley 
While the multitudes go by: 
You cafi chant-in happy measure 
As they slowly pass along— 
Though they may forget the singer, 
They will not forget the song.” 
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987—The Red Cross and the Money 


Question—Can you tell me how much money the 
Red Cross has actually collected for their war work? 


The following statement shows the col- 
lections and the disbursements up to Nov. 
1, 1917: 

The collections on November 1 totalled 
$79,895,355.68. Of this amount, $9,129,- 
389.21 is reserved for return to chapters for 
war relief work. The estimated balance 
available for appropriation amounts to 
$70,765,966.47. The total appropriations 
from the war fund up to November 
amounted to $40,851,259.20, of which $26,- 
934,416.86 was for foreign relief. The for- 
eign relief appropriations were apportioned 
as follows: France, $19,581,240.47; Bel- 
gium, $720,001; Russia, $1,428,040.87 ; Ser- 
bia, $493,203.76; Roumania, $1,518,398.76; 
Italy, $214,000; Great Britain, $1,066,520; 
foreign miscellaneous, $113,012; Armenian 
and Syrian relief, $1,800,000. There was 
appropriated for supplies, etc., to United 
States forces, $3,448,729; for United States 
hospital work, $379,500; for United States 
sanitary service about cantonments, $183,- 
500; for United States miscellaneous items, 
$108,487.60, a total of $4,120,216.60. Other 
appropriations advanced for hospital funds 
amounted to $220,000. 


988S—The Holy Spirit To-day 

Question—Do you think the Holy Ghost is for peo- 
ple now? If so, what is the Bible evidence of the 
fact ?—C. Me. 

Yes, I certainly do. At least the Holy 
Spirit is for the people of to-day, who be- 
lieve and prepare to receive Him. Other- 
wise what could be meant by Acts 2: 38, 39, 
where we read: 

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent and 
be baptized, every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of your 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, 
and to your children, and to all that are 
afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 
shall call.” 

That seems to be a complete answer to 
your question, and I hope you will accept 
it as for you, as one who was then afar off, 
but has been permitted to live to see the 
day of the Holy Spirit. But remember that 
the gift of the Spirit was sought on the 
occasion of the Pentecost, and as I under- 
stand it, the Spirit must still be sought 
and sought diligently, if a person is to re- 
ceive Him. You remember just before 
Pentecost the disciples spent much time in 
prayer for the coming upon them of the 
Spirit. It was in answer to their much seek- 
ing that the great outpouring of that occa- 
sion was given. 


9s8—Can a Man Counteract His Own Sin? 


Question—Can a man destroy the bad influences of 
his own sins? By that I mean this: I once heard 
of a man who became eminent, at least for a time, 
as a minister of the gospel, but those who knew him 
best, said he had ruined one life, and by that act he 
had driven a mother and her daughter to the insane 
asylum. Do you think that man can ever counter- 
act the influences of that ruin ?—Ez. 


No, I do not. He may be forgiven of the 
sin, if he truly repents, and seeks there- 
after to lead a pure life, but, as I under- 
stand it, he can never stop the evil influences 
that he set in motion in the life of that 
mother and daughter. I read just a day or 
so ago of a man who had been an infidel 


for years. At length he was converted, and 
then he started out to destroy, or to counter- 
act, the evil influences he had set in motion 
by his infidelity, but alas, these influences 
had gotten away from him and away be- 
yond his reach—he could not catch up with 
them, nor could he destroy them. You may 
repent and be forgiven of your sin, if they 
be not sins against the Holy Spirit, but you 
can never run after them and catch them 
and tie them and cage them, so as to stop 
the evil influences which these sins have set 
in motion. The only safe thing for us to 
do is to lean on Jesus and keep out of sin’s 
delusive embrace. 


990—Which Is Making the Best Progress? 


Question—What body, the Roman Catholic or the 
Protestant, has made the best progress in the way 
of gains to their membership? I do not mean for 
any one year, specially, but for the last hundred 
years 7—E. 


A British authority states that “during . 


the last hundred years while the Roman and 
Greek Churches have doubled their members, 
the Protestants have quadrupled them. In 
Europe, the Roman Catholics have increased 
in a hundred years from 80,000,000 to about 
160,000,000; the Greek Church from 40,000,- 
000 to 83,000,000; the Protestant Church 
from 37,000,000 to 134,000,000.” 

That is a fine showing for Protestantism. 
It is true that in Europe the Catholics still 
have 26,000,000 more members than the 
Protestants, but remember that the Prot- 
estants had only 34,000,000 then, while the 
Catholics had 80,000,000. Now the Cath- 
olics have only 160,000,000, while the Prot- 
estants have increased from 37,000,000 to 
134,000,000, which shows that the growth of 
the Protestants is far ahead of the growth 
of the Roman Catholics. If the gain for 
the next hundred years shall continue the 
same as in the last hundred years, the 
Protestants will far outstrip the Catholics. 
This fact, however, will have value only as 
the work of the Protestants shall be better 
than that of the Catholics—we mean better 
in the sense of winning people truly to Christ, 
rather than merely making church members 
without regard to a changed life. Church 
members count numerically, and spiritually, 
if the people are really saved in Christ, but 
if they are not saved men and women, being 
in the Church amounts to very little in the 
long run—at the judgment seat of Christ. 


991—Why Use Reverend? 


Question—Why do you call your preachers ‘“‘Rever- 
end?” The word is mentioned only once in the Bible. 
In that instance to whom does it apply? 


I am unable to tell you why we call our 
preachers “Reverend,” except as a matter of 
custom. If there is any other reason, I am 
not aware of it, as the custom was in vogue 
long before I came to this world. As you 
say, the word Reverend is mentioned only 
once in the Bible, and that is Psa. 111: 9. 
It is there applied to God. I do not think 
it is the correct thing to do to call a man 
“Reverend.” In my judgment it would be 
much better to call all ministers “Doctor,” 
rather than “Reverend.” “Doctor,” in this 
sense, simply means a teacher, and as teach- 
ing truth is the work of the minister, I be- 


lieve it would be better to call all minis- 


ters “Doctor.” That would accomplish at 
least two things: 1. It would enable us to 
discontinue the use of the word “Reverend,” 
as applied to ministers, and I think that 
ought to be done. 2. It would do away with 
the use of flattering titles. As the term 
“Doctor” is now used, it seems to make a 
distinction between brethren in the Lord’s 
‘work. Some ministers are called “Doctor,’’ 
others are not so called. Why? Well, as 
human society has it, one man has reached 
more prominence in the world than another. 
He is therefore given an honorary title, 
which is supposed to indicate more honor 
for him than for those who do not have it. 
That is an invidious distinction not very be- 
coming among brethren. I fully believe that 
honorary titles ought not ta be given to any 
minister of the gospel, since at best it is 
unnecessary and likely to do harm. At best, 
it is a vain affair, and so no minister needs 
it. Besides, if you will get your Bible and 
turn to Job 32: 21, 22, you will see an ex- 
pression of the mind of the Spirit on the 
question of flattering titles. Study that 
passage well, before you condemn my view. 


992—“The German Balance Sheet” 


Question—Can you tell me what the German peo- 
ple have gained by the war so far? Have their gains 
been equal to their losses? 


I think not, and yet it is quite impossible 
to estimate correctly the German losses in 
all directions. About three and a half 
years ago Germany began this war, as many 
believe, for the conquest of the world. That 
is, she wished to make a world empire, with 
Germany at the head. In the early part of 
the war she gained some territory, such as 
Belgium, Luxemburg, Servia, a small but 
rich part of northern France, and parts of 
Lithuania, Poland, and Rumania, a total 
of 24,000 square miles, but— 

She has lost nearly all of her colonies, 
except an insignificant corner in southern 
Africa, in all more than 1,000,000 square 
miles. She has lost practically all of her 
shipping, except what she has bottled up in 
Bremen and Hamburg, a loss estimated in 
tonnage amounting to 3,600,000. She has 
lost in the flower of her youth more than 
2,000,000, besides she has lost in cash near- 
ly $20,000,000,000—at least that much, and 
likely more, must be added to her national 
debt. Before the war, Germany was hon- 
ored in a way for her scholarship and her 
industrial efficiency. To-day she has not 
the respect of hardly a nation among the 
civilized peoples of the world and in its 
place she has won for herself the contempt 
of almost the entire world. There is hardly 
a neutral nation in the world that stands 
with Germany, except her allies, and even 
they seem to be suspicious of Germany’s 
purposes and intentions. There are two 
or three nations which have not taken a 
stand against Germany, but it is because 
they fear to do so, lest Germany should 
crush them. This seems to be Germany’s 
balance sheet—you must decide for yourself 
whether she has so far gained or lost in this 
war of conquest. 
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CHRISTIANITY, OR INFIDELITY. WHICH ? 


T really begins to seem that the next 
great question the Church will have to 
decide may be this: Which shall domi- 

nate it, Christianity or Infidelity? Impos- 
sible, did you say? Not at all, if the pres- 
ent trend of thought is even pointing toward 
its goal. It looks even now as if it may 
soon be a question of “the survival of the 
fittest,’ not in fact, but as some men see 
the situation. Men are to-day playing with 
various phases of infidelity, we mean some 
men in the Church, as if it were in truth 
Christianity. It cannot be denied that these 
men are calling in question the fundamental 
principles of Christianity and are seeking 
to place infidelity as its substitute. If you 
think this is a saying which is at once in- 
credible and absurd, say so, and we promise 
to make good that assertion. 

We will show its truth, or we will forfeit 
our right to your confidence. Perhaps we 
may as well anticipate your demand and 
prove the proposition now, so as to save you 
the trouble of disputing it. 

If a man can seriously dispute the great 
fundamental doctrines of Christianity, as 
Jesus taught them, is he not necessarily an 
infidel? We take it for granted that we 
agree on that point. 

A recent speaker before a great Christian 
convention said that since the great war is 
changing the conditions of the world, the 
Church must bring to the stricken race a 
new gospel, a new doctrine of the atone- 
ment, since the old will never again be suffi- 
cient to satisfy the broken heart of human- 
ity. A recent book, so declares a reputable 
Christian journal, has come from the pen 
of a minister, a prominent minister, which 
discusses the need of a new religion. This 
author declares that “changes have brought 
us a new world, and by the same token a 
new religion.” He then assumes that the 
basis of the theology of this new religion 


will not be found in Peter or Paul, but in . 


Darwin and Spencer and Strauss. 

In keeping with this drift a recent apos- 
tle of this new departure, Prof. Willett, of 
the University of Chicago, made a striking 
statement, strongly pointing in this direc- 
tion. In a public discourse, says The Herala 
and Presbyter, Prof. Willett is reported to 
have said this: 

“What would you think of an institution 
of religious education which proclaims its 
five fundamental points of teaching to be 
the verbal inspiration of the Bible; the Vir- 
gin Birth of Jesus Christ; the substitution- 
ary theory of the blood atonement; the phys- 
ical resurrection of Jesus, and the second 
advent of Christ?” 

The Herald and Presbyter bravely an- 
swers as follows: 

“We would think much better of such an 
institution than of one which proclaims 
Prof. Willett’s rationalistic vagaries.” 

By the way, it is only a few months ago 
that The Christian Century, of which Prof. 
Willett is one of the editors, proclaimed it- 
self as in favor of materialism as its type 
of Christianity. There may be some minor 


differences of opinion concerning some of 
these five fundamental doctrines, but to think 
of a man repudiating them and still calling 
himself a Christian, seems quite out of the 
question. May we not justly ask: How 
much further is this thing of a minister of 
the gospel, so called at least, repudiating the 
fundamental teachings of Christianity to be 
tolerated by the Church of Christ? If the 
Bible be not an inspired Book, and therefore 
as liable to error as other books; if the 
Virgin Birth of Jesus is a falsehood, and so 
not to be accepted at all; if the resurrection 
of Jesus’ body is to be repudiated as a 
“mortal error;” if the atonement for sin is 
a myth, and therefore to have no place 
in the new religion; and if we are to drop 
the blessed hope of the second coming of 
Christ as only a production of an ignorant 
imagination, may we in:all sincerity ask: 
With all of those fundamental doctrines laid 
aside by the new religion, as antiquated and 
useless, on what grounds may we hold to 
anything as Bible teaching? Certainly if 
these five doctrinal points are to be repudi- 
ated, there is nothing else in the Bible in 


the way of doctrinal teachings to which we 


need hold at all, except that it is appointed 
unto man once to die, and faith in that way 
may well be placed upon fact rather than 
upon Bible teaching. 

We are told that the new religion will not 
have Peter and Paul as their teachers, but 
Darwin and Spencer and Strauss. And who 
are these men who are to become the teach- 
ers of the new religion? They were all 
skeptics, if not of one kind then of another, 
so far as the teachings of Jesus Christ are 
concerned. In the face of these facts are 
we not abundantly justified in affirming that 
the next great question the Church will 
have to decide may be this: Which shall 
dominate its life and service, Christianity 
or Infidelity? 

Are we not justified in thus assuming 
that we are facing perilous times, that the 
foundation of Christian doctrine is assailed 
and repudiated? What else is it when the 
Bible is to be supplanted by the teachings 
of Darwin, Spencer, and Strauss? If the 
Bible is not inspired, and so must be re- 
jected as an infallible guide in spiritual 
things; if the Virgin Birth is a myth and 
so must be repudiated; if the atonement is a 
mere figment of the imagination; if the 
resurrection of the body of Jesus is a false- 
hood, and in no sense effective, and if the 
blessed hope of His second appearing is a 
mere dream of idealists, then will some one 
pray tell us why we should believe anything 
else in the Bible? 


Certainly if the foundations of a building 
are false, and so worthless, the superstruc- 
ture can be no better than its foundation, 
for it rests upon falsehood, and in the time 
of storm the whole structure may be ex- 
pected to go down in a wreck. Any man 
who repudiates these foundation truths, may 
himself expect to be repudiated of Jesus 
and of the Father. This seems to be the 


idea of Jesus Himself—in Matthew 10: 32, 
33, Jesus declares: 

“Whosoever therefore shall confess me 
before men, him will I confess also before 
my Father which is in heaven. But who- 
soever shall deny me before men, him will 


I also deny before my Father which is in 
heaven.” 


If men deny the fundamental truths 
which Jesus taught, is that not also denying 
Him? What else can it be? If these men 
who are thus setting themselves up as teach- 
ers in opposition to what Jesus taught, it 
is none other than denying the Lord Him- 
self. Let them turn to Matthew 11: 25, and 
there read a description of themselves, not 
as men give it, but as Jesus Christ Himself 
gave it. 

The Church must soon decide which shall 
dominate its life, Christianity or Infidelity, 
and the sooner the decision is wisely made, 
the better. 


IS IT NOT DISGUSTING? 

Is it true that the advocates of error have 
more enthusiasm than do the advocates of 
truth? We did not say they do have, bus we 
ask the question, and we ask it for the 
yeason that in many instances men who sre 
the friends of error display a greater zeal 
than do some of the friends of truth and 
rightecusness. Ai least the fact is worth 
considering. It may be, if we should become 
this zealous for the truth, we should find our 
way to a larger life in Christ. 

We do occasionally get disgusted with the 
flexibility of modern thought, or possibly we 
should say with the ease with which men 
use modern thought to make their way seem 
right. The Herald and Presbyter tells of 
an instance of that kind as follows: 

The Aviator of The Presbyterian takes 
exception to the glorification of liberalism 
by a Chicago University professor who tells 
how people have been driven from the 
Church by orthodox preaching and are won 
back again by the beautiful story of Jesus 
Christ as liberal preachers tell it. All of 
which, he says, “makes one smile when he 
looks up the statistics of the ‘liberal’ and 
the conservative churches, which show that 
the so-called ‘liberal’ denominations are 
weaker in America to-day than they were 
a hundred years ago, and that their pulpits 
are only kept filled by recruits from the 
orthodox churches—recruits for whose edu- 
cation orthodox boards of education have 
often paid.” 

Yes, they wish to claim the whole realm 
ef truth as theirs, although they refuse to 
accept the Bible as it is, as the truth. They 
can tell how wonderful things come to pass 
under their teaching, that people cannot 
stand the truth as given to them in the 
Bible, but by making it erroneous and mis- 
leading as to real truth, then they can easily 
seize on to it and believe it. Did not Paul 
say that when men refuse the truth of God, 
that He would give them over to believe a 
lie. They make Jesus out to be only a man, 
and then they declare that the story of the 
man Jesus, as the liberals tell it, is so much 
more believable than it is when told in the 
orthodox way. Alas, the tree is known by 
the fruit it bears, and that these liberal 
trees are bearing less fruit now than they 
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did a hundred years ago, as The Herald and 
Presbyter asserts is a significant, and let 
us say, a hopeful fact. If they continue 
in the same direction for the next hundred 
years, they may get entirely out of the way, 
as in that time they may cease to exist. 

Their non-fruit-bearing capacity is won- 
derful. We recently put the question square- 
ly up to one of these liberals by asking him 
to name any one body of religionists who 
had held and taught these liberal views, 
making Jesus a mere man, abandoning the 
supernatural, repudiating miracles, and re- 
jecting the divine inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, which had been largely used in win- 
ning the world to Christ. He at once made 
reply, it is no use in looking for such a 
people, for no such body of people exists 
in the world. And that is the truth, and 
yet these liberal brethren go straight on 
proclaiming Jesus a mere man and uphold- 
ing all the rest of their loud claims, but 
without the undeniable fruit of men and 
women won to Christ through their teaching. 
If we had a fruit tree, and if it would yield 
only rotten fruit through years of oppor- 
tunity, we believe we would displace such 
trees and try another kind. That is just 
what it seems to us our liberal friends ought 
to do—they have had years cf trial under 
their system of work, but the fruits do not 
follow in the shape of men and women led 
out of sin and into righteousness through 
Christ. We do not need to make the charge 
—it asserts itself and in an indisputable way 
pronounces on itself the anathema of fail- 
ure. To have lived so long, only to find 
itself smaller than it was a hundred years 
ago, seems a proof that ought to satisfy the 
most skeptical, even of their own number. 
Brethren, come down from your lofty habi- 
tation and try the good old Bible for a hun- 
dred years and see what will be the results 
in the way of fruitage—men and women 
turned from darkness to light and from the 
ways of man to the ways of God! But will 
they do it? We fear not—they are set in 
their ways, and though the facts proclaim 
their error, yet they love the way they have 
chosen. Beloved, let us hold fast to the 
teachings of the Bible. We ask this on the 
strength of the Bible, as it has shown itself 
for two thousand years. Its fruitage is in- 
comparable. 


AN IMPORTANT DISTINCTION 


President Wilson has, again and again, 
in his own inimitable way, emphasized the 
difference between the German Government 
and the German people. He has no confi- 
dence whatever in the German Government. 
He has, however, not only confidence, but a 
true love for the German people. And that 
is Christian—it is just as it ought to be. 
The spirit of the German Government is not 
Christian, as we understand it, but the Ger- 
man people, if left to themselves, or if 
they could be placed under good Christian 
leaders, we doubt not we should see the 
President’s idea fully justified. The Ger- 
man people, apart from their Prussian mil- 
itarism, are a fine people—many of them 
are among the most devout Christian people 
in any country in the world. Our President 
has set us a good example in placing the 
blame upon the German Government and 
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not upon the masses. No doubt many of the 
masses will for a time, at least as long as 
the German Government is in power, be 
loyal to that government, but let the day 
come when they realize they are free, and 
we shall see a wide difference in Germany 
as a nation. 

President Neilson, of Smith’ College, is 
credited with a very sane and forceful re- 
mark, made to the students of that insti- 
tution not long since, to this effect: 

Victory is to be gained, not by denying 
all virtues to Germany and so underestimat- 
ing her power, but by surpassing her in her 
characteristic points of strength and keep- 
ing ourselves free from the faults that have 
lost her the friendship of the world. 

That is the truth, as we see it. If Amer- 
ica is to win the war, she must maintain 
the spirit of the Master. It is not Chris- 
tian to fight, except under forced necessity, 
but it is Christian, when we must fight, to 
win the victory in the spirit of Christian 
brotherhood. Not only must the victory be 
won that way, but it should be maintained 
that way at all hazzards. To do otherwise 
would be to drift into just what we are so 
earnestly condemning Germany for. Ger- 
many has lost the respect of all Christen- 
dom, if not all the world, by her inhuman 
conduct of the war in an effort to gain a 
victory, but she seems further from it to- 
day than in the beginning. Let us learn 
the lesson. 


HOW THE PASTOR CAN HELP 


Our brethren in the South are having a 
great missionary vision given them under 
the labors of Rev. J. O. Atkinson, D. D., 
mission secretary of the Southern Christian 
Convention. September 1, 1917, he entered 
upon his work, seeking to raise $50,000. His 
work was blessed with such success that it 
was quickly seen the way the people re- 
sponded to Dr. Atkinson’s plea that it was 
wise to increase the sum to be raised from 
$50,000.00 to $100,000.00. That course has 
been proven wise, for during the first four 
months of his service, he passed the sum of 
$50,000.00 and is going on to reach the 
$100,000.00. Dr. Atkinson is giving our 
people in the South a new missionary vision. 
His own soul is on fire with the love of God 
and that fact is giving access not only to 
the hearts of the people, but to their pock- 
ets as well. 

But what we started out to say bears on 
another feature of his work—how our pas- 
tors can help him. As an object lesson to 
pastors generally, we wish to call attention 
to the way Rev. J. L. Foster, pastor at 
Waverly, Va., cooperated with Dr. Atkin- 
son when he visited that church, and so 
greatly aided him in his work, as the follow- 
ing letter will show—a letter which Pastor 
Foster sent to his members just before the 
arrival of Dr. Atkinson. It reads: 

WAVERLY, VA., Nov. 28, 1917. 

DEAR BROTHER AND FAMILY:—As mem- 
bers of the Christian church I have great 
pleasure in announcing to you that Rev. J. 
O. Atkinson, D. D., Field Secretary of Mis- 
sions of the Southern Christian Convention, 
will be with us at Waverly Christian church, 
Sunday, December 2, 1917. 

He will speak to us at 11 a. m. on The 
Divinity of the Dollar, and at 7: 30 p. m. on 
This World War and Missions. Dr. Atkin- 
son is one of the foremost speakers of the 
South. His presentations of the above sub- 
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jects are original and wonderful. You have 
never heard anything like these addresses. 
You will be interested from start to finish. 
You do not have this opportunity often, so 
hear each address. 

. As your pastor I urge you to be present, 
and hear this man who is all ablaze with 
missions. Invite your neighbors and friends 
to come with you. Bring the whole family 
and occupy a seat together. Do not pass 
this opportunity by. Come, you will hear 
much that you never thought of before. 

Fraternally, your pastor, 
JAS. L. FOSTER. 

This prepared the way for Dr. Atkinson, 
and when he finished his work the Waverly 
church had given for missions the handsome 
sum of $2,000.00. This shows how pastors 
may cooperate with men who are in charge 
of our general enterprises. 

Bro. Foster is a pastor who knows how 
to do his work in a businesslike way, as is 
shown by his church giving $2,000.00 in re- 
sponse to Dr. Atkinson’s plea for missions. 
Let the whole church pray for Dr. Atkin- 
son’s continued success—such work as he is 
doing is the need of the whole Church. Let 
our pastors take a hint from Bro. Foster’s 
plan and so help the good work of our 
leaders. 


SL 
Mentionings 








*** The letter from Madrid in this issue 
is brimful of good things. Most certaintly 
Brother Rockwell’s lines have fallen in 
pleasant places. 


*** Do not overlook the good work of the 
Woman’s Home and Foreign Mission Boards 
—Good things will come next week, un- 
avoidably delayed this week. 


*** Elsewhere in this issue is a notice to 
Christian churches throughout the territory 
of The American Christian Convention, 
making a special request which should in- 
terest all in the desire of our brother, Rev. 
J. V. Knight, Newport News, Va. We know 
Bro. Knight as an earnest and consecrated 
servant of the Lord and we bespeak for him 
sympathetic attention. He is not asking for 
money—he wants, well, turn to page 24 and 
read for yourself. 


*** A regrettable error occurred in our 
last issue on page 23 in reporting the 
work of the Parma and Greece church in re- 
modeling and greatly improving the parson- 
age. We gave a cut of the parsonage, but by 
mistake under the cut occurred the words, 
“Parma and Greece church.” It should 
have been “Parsonage of the Parma and 
Greece church.” Of course, those who read 
the description given of the same should 
have no trouble to detect the mistake. 


*** Some one sends us a good account of 
the work of Rev. J. W. Forsythe at Round 
Head, Ohio, but the writer of the note failed 
to sign his or her name. Something less 
than a thousand times we have announced 
in these columns that we will not publish 
matter sent by some unknown party. We 
must have the name of the writer, not neces- 
sarily for publication, but as assurance of 
good faith. If we were to publish matter 
without knowing the name of the writer, we 
could be easily imposed upon by designing 
persons. 
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*** Be sure to read what Dr. Watkins, 
President of Palmer College has to say— 
see page 19. 


*** W. W. Chase, Georges Mills, N. H., 
for so many years one of our strong laymen 
in the Merrimack Conference, died sudden- 
ly at his home, January 2. He had been a 
member of the Christian Church from early 
manhood, and was a liberal and devoted 
supporter of it, and generously helped our 
missionary work. He will be greatly missed 
by many friends. A widow and son survive 
him, so writes Rev. A. H. Morrill, D. D. 


*** Since our last issue a most disastrous 
cold wave has swept the United Si‘ates, 
reaching even to the further South. We 
understand snow fell in New Orleans. In 
the midst of it all a tornado swept parts of 
Georgia and Alabama, killing a number of 
persons and destroying much property. At 
this writing (Saturday, Jan. 12) Ohio is in 
the grip of the blizzard and suffering is 
widespread, chiefly due to the lack of coal. 


*** While no great revolution has occur- 
red in the Christian world in Japan, there 
has been accelerated progress, and a man 
would not need to be downcast in spirit in- 
deed not to feel encouraged as he looks for- 
ward. Japan is not yet a Christian land— 
but it is clear that the King of kings and 
Lord of lords is moving mightily in the 
hearts of men here in the Orient.—Rev. 
E. C. Fry, Utsunomiya, Japan. 


*** Most of us have felt the weather of 
late, but we have not felt it as our Brother 
and Sister A. W. Hook, who were caught in 
a blizzard in southern Ohio and eleven oth- 
ers who were kept snow-prisoners for many 
hours. The car happened to have enough 
coal on to keep the passengers fairly com- 
fortable. There was a box of bread on the 
car en route to some dealer, but it stayed 
the hunger of the passengers. Then some 
one had a jug of molasses—that was also 
conscripted for special service and so the 
passengers were fed. They held services in 
the car under the lead of Brother Hook, and 
so they made the best of the situation and 
finally got to their destination all right and 
in good shape, but too late to meet engage- 
ments. It is good to be in the keeping of 
the Lord, for He is good and His mercy 
never ceases to them that fear and love Him. 


*** We are plodding along here, solving 
the problems as best we can as we come to 
them. Our attendance is very good. We 
have a splendid Sunday-school and a good 
Christian Endeavor. As a whole, we have 
reasons to believe we are doing well. We 
send boxes each month to our boys at the 
front, at a cost of something like twenty- 
five dollars for each time we send, and yet 
we always manage to get the money. I had 
a letter from one of the boys to-day who 
has been in France for thirty-four months. 
It is wonderful how the Newmarket people 
give—they are called on so much in these 
trying days, yet they are always ready to 
respond liberally and cheerfully. Canada 





is being put to the test, but we believe she 
will stand firm and we shall soon see better 
days.—Rev. A. E. Bagby, Newmarket, On- 
tario. 

*** T have just finished reading, “Kultur- 
ized Christianity,” by Rev. C. A. McDaniel, 
Milford, N. J. To express its value in these 
days of peril, days of peril in the light of 
the Book of books, and comprehend it as the 
voice of God, it should be printed in leaflet 
form and placed in the hands of every pastor 
for distribution among his people. It is 
Biblical. I have been reading Prophecy and 
the Lord’s Return, by Dr. James M. Gray. 
He stands side by side with Brother Mc- 
Daniel. Brethren, read it. The study of 
social service may be in keeping with the 
hour, but a more careful study of Our 
Coming Lord will develop a stronger Chris- 
tian character and a purer life. God bless 
Brother McDaniel.—Rev. J. A. Dillon, Lin- 
den, Iowa. 


*** Dr. William Allen Harper, A. M., 
LL. D., president of Elon College, not only 
finds time to preside over the work of one 
of our best institutions, but he also finds 
time to do anything else which seems to 
claim his time and talents, among which is 
the writing of books. Within a year or 
two he has given to the public through The 
Christian Publishing Association a fine pro- 
duction under the title of The Making of 
Men. Also through the Fleming H. Revell 
Company another book, under the title of 
The New Layman for the New Time. Both 
of these books have commanded high en- 
dorsement from leading men such as Prof. 
Amos R. Wells, Dr. Martyn Summerbell, 
Hon. Josephus Daniels, Secretary of the 
Navy, and many others. These are splen- 
did books to have for reading these long 
winter nights, and then we need to give en- 
couragement to these men who toil early 
and late to give to the public such help as 
we may find in their works, not merely for 
their sakes, but also for the sake of the men 
and women who read and for the good of 
the cause. 


*** For a number of years an individual 
Christian man of Chicago, under the name 
of “Layman,” has been devoting a large part 
of his income to an effort to circulate Tith- 
ing Literature, in the hope of inducing the 
Lord’s people to come back to the old Bible 
tithing system. It was a great undertaking, 
and yet “Layman,” under the blessings of 
God, has done a great and good work. The 
whole work has passed into the manage- 
ment of the Layman Company, and the new 
company is sending out this announcement 
to the people of this country: “We hereby 
offer to send gratis, postpaid, to any minis- 
ter who desires to inaugurate the tithing 
system in his church, a package containing 
samples of practically all the tithing liter- 
ature we publish—about two hundred pages. 
Accompanying the package will be an offer 
by which he or his people can obtain all or 
any portion of the pamphlets at half price. 
Please mention that you saw this offer in 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY. Laymen 
interested in tithing are invited to call their 
pastor’s attention to this offer.” If you are 
at all interested, write to The Layman Com- 
pany, 143 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
Tell these brethren that you have seen their 
proposition in THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIB- 
ERTY, and then ask for what you wish, ac- 
cording to the notice given above in this 
paragraph. 


*** Every student ought to plan to have 
a copy of Webster’s New International Dic- 
tionary on his table all the time. Of course, 
people who do not care to know and do not 
care to use the English language, they need 
not bother so much, but the other class, 
those who do care to make a choice use of 
the language, they cannot well afford to do 
without Webster. We have just been fav- 
ored with a new copy of Webster’s New 
International Dictionary, and it is a treas- 
ure, indeed. It is published by the G. & C. 
Merriam Company, Springfield, Mass. We 
shall soon give it a review, calling attention 
to many of its valuable features. It costs 
something, it is true, but it is worth much 
more than it costs, and it will pay any stu- 
dent to save till he can buy it and have it 
as his own for constant reference in all of 
the many things about which he needs to be 
accurate in the use of language. You may 
have good thought, but if you dishonor it 
with bad spelling, you have largely spoiled 
your work. 


*** We need more money for our Helping 
Hand Fund. It is so low that we cannot 
give help much further, unless some of our 
brethren and sisters will replenish that 
fund. Just a few days ago a brother min- 
ister wrote asking us to discontinue THE 
HERALD because he was not able to pay for 
it—and that after he had been preaching 
for many long years and a reader of THE 
HERALD for forty years. We gave him as- 
sistance to the extent of the subscription 
price of the paper. When notified that his 
paper would not be stopped, but paid for 
from the Helping Hand Fund, he wrote ex- 
pressing his appreciation as follows: “Wife 
and I have not words to express to you our 
gratitude for your kind and liberal sympa- 
thy and token of love as shown to us in the 
gift of fellowship and the dear old HERALD 
OF GOSPEL LIBERTY for another year. When 
I knew you had done this for us, I said: 
‘Thank the Lord and may He bless the dear 
brethren.’ It may be that sometime in the 
future I can do as much for some one else 
who may be in need.”—J. E. B. This 
brother is now advanced in life and his wife 
is an invalid. There are many such needy 
instances in the brotherhood. Would you 
like to send THE HERALD to one of these? 
Then send us $1.75, more or less, as you 
may feel able, and we shall be glad to so 
use it in giving comfort and encouragement 
to the devoted servants of the Lord who, 
having borne the heat and burden of the 
day in the Master’s cause, are no longer 
able to do battle in the front line of the 
Lord’s laborers. 
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THANKFULNESS IN THE TIME OF DISTRESS 


“In everything give thanks: for this is the 
will of God in Christ concerning you.” 
(1 Thes. 5: 18) 

Paul, after rehearsing some of the ex- 
periences he has had with the brethren at 
Thessalonica admonishes them to be thank- 
ful in all things. Paul’s admonition might 
be very appropriate for us, especially dur- 
ing these trying times. In this dark hour 
of the world’s history, when Europe is one 
field of carnage and the mothers and wives 
of our nation are called to give up their 
sons and husbands, some might cry out, 
“What have we to be thankful for?” Oth- 
ers are saying, “The Church and Christian- 
ity have failed, why should we be thank- 
ful?” However, Christianity has not failed 
any more than education, art, science, 
and invention have failed. Even 
though the great issues of the world 
are hanging in the balances, we, as 
individuals, as a nation, as a people, 
have many things for which to be 
thankful. There are three things 
which I would suggest that we should 
be very thankful for. We should be 
thankful for trials and hardships, for 
our great opportunity to serve, and for 
the hopes, we cherish. 

As we read the history of Israel, we 
find the people rejoiced and were 
exultant during their prosperous sea- 
sons, but when adverses came, they 
cried out in despair. And so it is with 
many of us. We seem to forget that 
it is the steep and rugged places along 
with the storms and privations of life 
that make us the stronger for future 
work. 

Lincoln, by having to undergo the 
hardships of living in a log cabin and 
by being forced to do real manual 
labor during the day, while he studied 
at night by his pine knot fire, de- 
veloped a physique which was better 
abie to serve his nation when it need- 
ed a man of iron nerve. The hardships of 
his earlier days developed in him those qual- 
ities necessary for a man to have to lead 
the nation in those dark days of the sixties. 
Garfield’s experience of driving the mule on 
the towpath and his experience as student 
and janitor at Hiram were only hardships to 
prepare him for his larger task as Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

While Milton was serving the Common- 
wealth of England he taxed his eyesight un- 
til his vision dimmed, blurred, and faded. 
Amid this sad affliction he could lift those 
sightless eyes toward the sky and see the 
heavens open, hear the sevenfold hallelujah 


chorus, and bring a splendor to his solemn 


poem which perhaps it otherwise would not. 


have had. The harsh criticism which Ten- 
nyson was compelled to undergo during his 
earlier poetic career caused him to publish 
nothing more for eight or nine years. Dur- 
ing that time many a line went up in smoke. 
This critical period and the death-of Halla- 
man were only trying seasons which were 
to burn out the dross and cause Tennyson 
to be a larger and greater poet. 


By Rev. W. E. Baker, Swansea, Mass. 


A short time ago, Harry Lauder was go- 
ing from place to place singing, “I Love a 
Lassie,” to please his hearers. Harry Lau- 
der has undergone a sad experience since 
this war began, the experience of losing an 
only son. Since then Harry Lauder has be- 
come a larger and greater man and goes 
forth with a greater mission than to please 
—the mission of serving his Lord and Mas- 
ter. To-day Lauder is forcefully driving 
home the gospel message. To-day mothers 
are giving their sons to the nation that they 
may serve the world. Each mother should 
be thankful that she has a son to give, for 
in so doing she helps to free the world from 
the reign of terror. It is through sacrifice 
that we will gain strength. Some may ask, 
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God Is Near You 


By Rev. M. J. Honsberger 


Your God is near, why call so loud? 
He can hear what you wish to say; 
No night so dark, o’er cast with cloud, 
He can make it sunny all the way. 


Why look through the glass dark and dim? 
Have faith in Him and do not doubt; 
He’ll be with you, see help in Him! 
He’ll show the way, and lead you out. 


Say as of old—“Thou God seeth me!” 
His help is sure; just at your side. 
The angel is there, look up and see! 
The path of duty—He’ll be your guide. 


God is near you, His Word is meat— 
Then trust in Him! He’s on your side. 
You’ll find safety in this retreat, 
Your God is near, hold on, abide! 


Here there’s comfort, O feel the joy! 
Here there’s peace without alloy. 

See! He’s with you! along the way, 
He will help you through all the day. 
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“Should I be thankful because my son has 
been taken from me?” or “Should Lauder 
thank the Lord because his son gave his life 
for a great cause?” I would say, Yes, a 
thousand times, yes. We continually thank 
the Lord for the gift of His Son, then why 
should we not thank Him for the privilege 
of giving a son? The late president of De- 
fiance College used to emphasize the fact 
that our giving of gifts does not mean much 
to us unless the giving requires a real sac- 
rifice upon our part. Yes, we should thank 
Him for the hard places and for the sacri- 
fices we are required to make. 


We are living in an age of the greatest 
opportunity and need in the history of the 
world. Instead of complaining we should 
be sending forth a note of praise for the 
opportunities which are ours. I do not mean 
to say that we should thank Him that the 
Hun is overrunning Europe, but thank Him 
that we are so situated that we can help 
and so disposed that we mean to assist the 
oppressed. 

We should be thankful in the spirit of 
the twelve drafted men of Shoshome, Ida- 
ho. Just before the time came for them to 
go, they reversed all honors of the occa- 


sion and instead of being honored by a re- 
ception from the citizens of the town they 
gave a community fete to the citizens the 
night before they left. On the evening they 
left they invited the county officials, the vet- 
erans of the Civil War, and a few close 
friends to attend a banquet which they, the 
drafted men, gave. Thankful? Yes, thank- 
ful for the opportunity to serve. So we 
should be thankful for “The greatest op- 
portunity that ever came to any nation to 
express in deeds and sacrifice its most fun- 
damental ideals, an opportunity as large 
as the world and as enduring as the hopes 
of democracy.” 

Henry van Dyke in a recent issue of 
Scribner’s Magazine gives a little word pic- 
ture of a burglar and householder. I 
desire to give you a similar picture of 
my own way. Suppose to-morrow 
when you men come in for dinner you 
would find your wife had been rav- 
aged; your children slain, and lying 
in a corner with the blood trickling 
warm from their bodies; your silver- 
ware, jewels, and coin gathered in a 
heap in the middle of the floor with 
the burglar sitting beside them with 
hands drenched in innocent blood, in- 
viting you to come and sit down to 
talk over the matter of peace. With 
your blood running warm in your 
veins, could you sit down and talk 
peace? No, a thousand times no! As 
you turn from him in scorn, he tells 
you that half the silver, jewels, and 
gold are his and that your family 
have been slain through necessity. 
Then at the moment the blood-thirsty 
man, baser than a beast, seeks your 
life also, a strong neighbor knocks and 
enters with you into a life and death 
struggle against the burglar. But 
before the neighbor conquers, he re- 
ceives a broken arm and a bruised 
body. The neighbor goes out, crippled some- 
what, but thankful for the opportunity of 
helping his friend. Friends, that big neigh- 
bor is America and to-day while we are as- 
sembled the streams of Belgium and of north- 
ern France run red with the blood of human 
sacrifice and the snow-capped peaks of Ita- 
ly are made crimson by the blood of man. 
Then may we not be thankful for the priv- 
ilege of knocking? 

After the President made his speech to 
the labor convention the other day the news- 
papers declared that he had changed his tac- 
tics and instead of sticking to his former 
statement, he declared that this was an in- 
dustrial war, forgetting that he started out 
with a war for democracy. I am by the 
President as the blind man of whom John 
speaks was by Jesus. After Jesus had 
healed him on the Sabbath, the Pharisees 
made somewhat of a commotion about it and 
sought his parents for information, but they 
declared their son to be of age and request- 
ed that they ask him. The Pharisees then 
demanded of the man who was healed that 
he give the glory to God, because they said 
they knew Jesus to be a sinner. But the 
man answered, “Whether he be a sinner or 
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no, I know not: one thing I know, that, 
whereas I was blind, now I see.” Whether 
or not the President is a sinner, I know not, 
but one think I do know is that according 
to statements of those who know, the 
women of Belgium and northern France 
have been ravaged and cruelly treated. In- 
nocent children have been stabbed to death 
and carried on bayonets down the streets in 
the presence of their mothers. The pos- 
sessions of these people have been taken 
from them and their homes laid waste. We 
as their big neighbors should be thankful 
for the opportunity of knocking. 

Then, last, we should be thankful for the 
hope we have through the teachings of 
Christ. The spirit of hate has not come 
upon us as it has upon some of Europe to 
crush that hope, for to the extent that ha- 
tred enters, to that extent our hope will be 
crushed. We should be thankful for our 
hope for the future that out of all this 
slaughter and bloodshed, Prussianism will 
be crushed and the world never again know 
war. Thank Him for our hope that the 
weak and oppressed will be given a proper 
place in the freedom and democracy. 

Thank Him that our faith and hope is 
still strong and that we may be able to help 
restore that faith and hope in the peoples 
of western Europe. Mr. H. W. Garrod, a 
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member of the English Committee to Amer- 
ica, in a recent address made in New York 
said that they would need America in the 
reconstruction of Europe. Need America 
for what? To rebuild homes, to establish 
business, to restore the waste places? Yes, 
that they expected America generously to 
do, but needed it for more. He declared 
that the men of Europe had no longer a 
steady nerve, their judgments were no long- 
er cool and sober, and that their hearts 
were shaken; that they needed America 
most of all to help rebuild the heart of man 
and that we must reestablish it, if we can, 
upon the old faith and elemental principles 
of justice, freedom, and humanity. Yes, we 
should thank Him that our hope has not 
been wrecked. Thank Him for the hope we 
have in the freedom that will soon come to 
us as a people or nation when we are de- 
livered from the curse of rum. Yes, thank 


Him for the hope we have, in Christ, that . 


righteousness and good-will will have a lar- 
ger place in the world after all this car- 
nage. Thank Him for the hope we have 
that the life and teaching of Christ will be- 
come more a part of the life of man. Thank 
Him for the hope we have of a life beyond. 





* Condensed from a sermon preached at = a 
Christian church, Swansea, Mass., Nov. 25, 19 





PRAYER AND POWER 


By Miss Petronelle Watkins, Roanoke, Virginia 


Prayer is power. It is the way by which 
man lays hold on God’s omnipotence. It is 
through prayer on man’s part and power 
on God’s side that He performs His grac- 
ious acts to men. All ages proclaim that 
prayer is the bridge from WANT to FUL- 
FILMENT. A rapid study of Matthew’s 
Gospel brings out interesting truths on 
prayer. We notice that the opening verses 
are shrouded in prayer. All saints of the 
Jewish past had fervently desired and pray- 
ed for the coming of Emmanuel. Nearer 
and nearer came the vision until the place 
and manner of His birth were known. 

It was then a child was born in Bethle- 
hem of Judea, His name was called Jesus. 
Thus did the will of God and the prayers of 
His people find its realization in the com- 
ing of Christ. His parents, poor and hum- 
ble, were prayerful followers of the Most 
High. Their lives reveal by loving obedi- 
ence that they were filled with prayer. Naz- 
areth, the early home of Jesus, lent itself to 
the open and thoughtful mind. It was in 
this surrounding with the gentle counsel and 
prayers of his mother, Mary, that Christ 
grew to manhood. 

At the threshold of His ministry, He was 
baptized by water and the Holy Spirit, an- 
nounced and commended as the beloved Son 
by God. He was then led by the Spirit into 
the wilderness where He fasted and prayed 
for forty days and thus overcoming for 
Himself and for us the Evil One. 

Upon His return to the people He gath- 
ered them and taught them gracious truths 
of His Father’s Kingdom, and of the in- 
habitants who ,Should occupy its heavenly 
land. They marveled—this close knowledge 
of God showed His life was immersed in 


prayer. He commends us to pray for our 
enemies. (Matt. 5:44) The old law had 
not laid so much stress on prayer, but here 
the Son of God is breathing the spirit of 
prayer in all His works and teaching. His 
every act and deed showed that communion 
with God was the moving force of His life. 
He taught men how to pray, to enter into 
some secret place (Matt. 6:6), away from 
formality and show, into a place of quiet- 
ness where they might more easily center 
their thoughts on God. He also taught that 
God would recompense us for our prayers. 
(Matt. 6:6) He taught that prayer to the 
Father was to be made through His name. 
He taught His disciples the model prayer 
(Matt. 6: 9-16), which touches on the king- 
dom of God, our relation to God and man, 
our dependence on God, His all-sufficient 
power and protection. The great ideal pray- 
er brings home the value and necessity of 
our praying for the coming of the King- 
dom of God, our relation with each other, 
and for the abiding care of God. 

In Matt. 7: 7-10, He commands His fol- 
lowers to ask and it shall be given, seek and 
ye shall find, knock and it shall be opened 
unto you. Jesus first taught His disciples 
to pray, then commanded them to pray for 
laborers. (Matt. 9:37, 88) This prayer 
was answered in their being sent out as la- 
borers with delegated authority given by 
Jesus. This is often true in our own lives, 
when we seek a blessing for others it falls 
on us. 

The leper, poor, an outcast, and despised, 
when he looked into the compassionate face 
of Jesus, was constrained to pray, Lord, if 
thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. (Matt. 
8: 2) The Master’s yearning heart an- 
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swered the distressed soul: Be thou made 
clean. Jesus’ life was so charged with 
prayer and sympathy that even the blind 
men believed and perceived His passing by, 
praying that He would have mercy on them. 
Among the many seeking Jesus came a Rul- 
er, whose daughter was dead, and worshiped 
Jesus, praying, Come and lay thy hand up- 
on her, and she shall live. Jesus never 
turned from the stream of suffering, sin, and 
sadness, if they sought Him in earnest pray- 
er. He answers the sobbing cry of the 
ruler by restoring his child. 

Tired and spent by the burdens of the 
day Jesus went alone into the mountains 
to pray. (Matt. 14:23) We rejoice to be- 
lieve that while the Father and the weary 
son talked together, this “man of sorrow” 
too, had his answer, that his soul was made 
to rejoice, while his tired body grew rested 
in communion with the Most High. 

In Matt. 18: 19, Jesus encourages His dis- 
ciples to pray in union. Previously Jesus 
had taught His disciples how to pray indi- 
vidually, now He tells them to pray togeth- 
er. He further assures them that if two or 
three shall agree on earth as touching that 
they shall ask, it shall be done for them of 
His Father in Heaven. 

Jesus in the late hours of the night in the 
Garden of Gethsemane prays that His suf- 
fering might pass from Him, if possible. 
(Matt. 26: 39-45) In His hour of agony 
when strength seemed almost to fail be- 
neath the weight of sorrow, His disciples 
lie in fitful slumber a few feet away, un- 
heeding His groans, unwakened by His 
prayers. His sorrow, our sin, with which 
He battled in prayer and anguish of soul is 
left alone with His God. 

This woe comes to a climax when on the 
cross, being denied of human sympathy, 
midst darkness, rending rocks, and trem- 
bling earth, He cries, “My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” But with 
His last triumphant cry, “It is finished,” 
the Father takes the Son unto Himself. 

A brief study of prayer in Matthew’s 
Gospel bears silent witness that Christ was 
often in prayer. He teaches us to pray by 
precept and example, at all times, in all 
places. Surely if the Son of God needed so 
much to pray—what must be our need? 


SWEET SABBATH BELLS 


BY EMILY J. BRYANT 


Ring on, ring on, sweet Sabbath bells, 
My heart with holy rapture swells 
This sacred day— 
Sweet Sabbath day of rest and peace 
When sordid cares of life surcease. 


Shine in thy glory on all lands, 

Illumine God’s righteous commands 
With heavenly ray— 

O day of peace, O day of love! 

Type of the glorious day above! 


Speed round the earth, thy work fulfil 
And show to each heart His will, 
Let none delay— 
The music of the spheres complete 
Fill human hearts with bliss replete. 


“The hard road of sin is so crowded that 
it gives one very little room for turning 
around and coming back.” 
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SILVER LININGS IN THE WAR CLOUDS 


By Rev. G. A. Conibear, D. D. 


The shadows of the war are so dense and 
direful that it sometimes seems as if the 
world is lost in the darkness and is without 
hope and without God. And this not alone, 
nor chiefly because of the suffering arising 
from the widespread destruction of life and 
property, but more because of the seeming 
destruction of the things which are more 
vital and precious, because more fundamen- 
tal. 

Never has there been such turmoil, never 
before such desolation on so colossal a scale, 
never before such pretentious blasting of 
the highest hopes. 

And yet the war clouds are not without 
the linings of brightness. For our own na- 
tion, through the experience upon which we 
have entered may become more distressing 
than we even imagine, though conditions 
come to us in which all good may seem to be 
eclipsed, we shall have the inspiring assur- 
ance that we are in the Calvary experience 
because of our faith in the devotion to the 
highest ideals. Again, over against un- 
nameable and almost unbelievable atroci- 
ties of the Germans and the abyss of in- 
famy to which they have been seduced by 
the spirit of militarism, let us set in con- 
trast our faith and cheer, the splendid al- 
truism of the rest of the world as exem- 
plified in the relief work for the Belgians, 
the Serbians, the Armenians, and the suf- 
fering of all nations. 


What nobility of service in the work of the 
Red Cross, what magnificent chivalry of the 
citizenship of our land and, indeed, of other 
lands in the unification and cooperation of 
all classes as witnessed in Canada, in Aus- 
tralia, in England, and in France. 


The spirit of heroism and sacrifice shown 
by the soldiers as reported so often, the devo- 
tion and fidelity of doctors and nurses and 
indeed of all the departments engaged in the 
conflict, speak in tremendously telling force 
of the greatness and hope of humanity in 
spite of the depressing descent of the Ger- 
man and Turk. 

Then again, war is fearful and usually 
without justification, but when did the na- 
tion ever enter upon a war with so little 
thought of self-glory and of self-aggran- 
dizement as our nation has entered upon 
this war? And when was there ever such 
a challenge for altruism so pressed upon the 
nations and so recognized as in connection 
with this world conflict? One fact stands 
out in connection with the war which should 
be an inspiration for every one who hopes 
for humanity and that is the drawing to- 
gether of so many nations in the spirit of 
good-will and fellowship. Practically all of 
the countries of South America have defi- 
nitely shown and pledged their sympathy 
with us. The nations of the Orient and of 
the Occident in very definite ways and ex- 
pressions are realizing the solidarity of the 
world. Never before surely was the one- 
ness of humanity so generally felt. And 
what a joy for us all is there in the situa- 
tion as to the church. How the church is 
getting together in these days in the spirit of 
service is strikingly illustrated in the work 
of the Y. M. C. A. and in the spirit of unity 


with which the local church organizations 
are submerging denominational aims in the 
larger aims of the Kingdom. New and lar- 
ger ideals are being recognized. And this 
not only on the part of the church, but also 
on the part of other organizations, and of 
nations and peoples. 

Russia just now is a confusion in the pro- 
spect of a proper peace, and yet Russia is 
a new child born into the family of democ- 
racy and though there is danger that it will 
be strangled by the German autocracy we 
are not without their illumination, for there 
undisciplined, and deluded youth may yet 
become a mighty factor for world idealism. 

And with the social confusion and nation- 
al forebodings, there is the sorrow of fam- 
ilies and individuals in the deaths of so 
many of the men slain on the fields of bat- 
tle, so many mothers and fathers mourning 
for the dear ones who will never return. 

The shadows of these bereavements, who 
can measure them? And yet these shadows 
are not without their illumination, for there 
lingers a gleam which will become great and 
glorious in the days of memories which are 
to come. For these men have nobly died in 
a noble cause and in their dying have left 
a halo which will cheer and comfort those 
dear to them. Harry Lauder, the Scotch 
singer, testifies that he is born to a new 
life since the death of his son killed in bat- 
tle, though in his death the hopes and 
dreams of a lifetime were so cruelly shat- 
tered that life at first seemed a mockery. 
He is sustained with the mighty hope of im- 
mortality and looks forward confidently to 
meeting his son again and these men who 
thus give themselves to death in the cause 
of righteousness and humanity give them- 
selves to immortality. So out of these 
graves there comes as of old a new hope. 
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This nation of ours will become a more 
glorious nation because of this war. The 
whole world will emerge to a sanity of out- 
look and a spirit of brotherhood of which 
only a few dreamed before the war. The 
class and caste spirit bids fair to be almost 
obliterated. The great realities of life will 
be more definitely recognized. 

Militarism will be so scotched as to die. 
Industrial injustice will scarcely dare to 
show its form. Brotherhood will be more of 
a reality to men than a mere dream. De- 
mocracy will be seen to be the normal ex- 
perience of humanity and while its fullest 
development may have to wait upon some 
years yet to come, the death warrant of 
autocracy and militarism will be written in 
the world’s battle-fields so that the world 
will read it. 

Oh, these are great days in the world’s 
progress. Never before was there so great 
a promise for the world’s poor and despised 
ones. Never before was there so general a 
recognition of the mission and beauty of Je- 
sus as now, in His spirit and purpose. 

Never so appealing opportunities to the 
Church as now. The heart must be dull 
that does not thrill and throb with the prom- 
ise and possibilities of life and service open- 
ing up anew these days so tremendously sig- 
nificant. . 

In the gospel of our Christ is there the 
fulfilment of all the world’s best hopes and 
possibilities and never has it been easier to 
make this plain to the minds of men than 
it will be in these coming days. Our mis- 
sionary methods may be modified or adjust- 
ed, but they should be enlarged and exhuber- 
ant with optimism. 

Statesmanship is required in the leaders 
of the Church and enthusiasm on the part 
of all. 

The God of all comfort will comfort all 
His people, giving healing to the wounded, 
strength to the weak, peace to the troubled, 
and power to His Church. 





The Imperative Need of Religious Influence in the 
United States Army Camps 


Many times in my childhood had I been 
taught that the most essential thing to a 
happy life in this world was “religion.” Lit- 
tle did I realize the truth of such teaching, 
thinking that this applied only to prepara- 
tion for the life beyond the grave. But, 
since I have cast my lot with the army and 
have spent weeks in the training, I am 
made to realize that were there no life be- 
yond the grave, the influence of “religion” 
would yet be the most essential part of a 
person’s life. As I am impressed very 
strongly the need of religion in the United 
States Army and wish to urge publicly that 
it be the standard of workers in the Lord’s 
vineyard everywhere. I know of no better 
way in which to reach you than to appeal 
to you through the columns of THE HERALD. 


Of course, the first essential in maintain- 
ing the existence of an army is food and 
clothing, and next to that comes the teach- 
ing of pure thoughts, clean life, and high 
ideals, which are embraced in the teachings 
of Christian workers. But it is with a sad 
heart I am forced to behold every day, yes, 


every hour, the indifference that is display- 
ed toward the teaching of those that are at- 
tempting to deliver the messages of Christ 
to the soldiers. 

Each regiment has its regular army chap- 
lain, who holds regular religious services 
each Sabbath morning. This is a splendid 
work, but it does not meet the need of the 
individual soldier. 

What the Illinois Guards or the Prairie 
Division needs is more religious workers. At 
present they are scarce, and the thing most 
essential to its existence. 


It seems to be the tendency of the man- - 
hood of our division to become indifferent, 
wicked, and beastly, and in a group of this 
nature, religious and moral life is rarely 
found with the exception of a few, whose 
very countenances show the kind of home 
training they have received. It may be truth- 
fully said, a boy raised in a Christian home, 
who has been reared under the influence of 
the Sunday-school, will make the.best type 
of men and most effective soldier. That 
is true. But that kind is scarce. There are 
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hundreds of wicked and weaklings to each 
score of good soldiers. 

As a soldier, who is preparing for the 
battle front in Europe, let me appeal to 
you, dear readers, for your active support 


- in the drive to stamp sin out of the army. 


It cannot be done by force, but must be ac- 
complished through the influence and teach- 
ing of those whose personalities bear evi- 
dences that they have been with Christ and 
learned of Him. 

This work is being attempted by the 
Young Men’s Christian Association. They 
are here with their literature—their Bibles 
their movies. These they have almost in 
abundance, but without the personal lead- 
ership of some Christian instructor these 
equipments are in vain. 


Let me urge all who are not absolutely 
bound to imperative needs at home, to give 
your services to the Y. M. C. A., providing 
you are physically unfit to bear arms. No 
other work in the United States can be of 
more value to the United States Govern- 
ment in the prosecution of the war. 

The pure-minded Christian soldier is the 
one who is going to give a greater account 
of himself against the enemy. And for the 
glory of God. Kaiserism must be crushed. 

Won’t you help to accomplish this by pre- 
senting your bodies as a living sacrifice to 
God? Which is your reasonable service in 
assisting the Y. M. C. A. Army work. 

MARVIN HARRISON, 
Co. B., 130 U. S. Infantry. 
Camp Logan, Houston, Texas. 
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GIVING THE PRISONERS LIBERTY 


By Rev. Chas. H. Spurgeon 


IN FOUR PARTS—PART THREE 





THE IRON GATE OF UNBELIEF 


III. I passed away from that cell, though 
I would have been content to linger there, 
and I halted at another; this, also, had an 
iron gate of unbelief, as heavy and as pon- 
derous as the former. I heard the warder 
coming, and when he 
opened the door for 
me it grated horribly 
upon its hinges, and 
disturbed the silence, 
for this time I was 
come into the silent 
cell. The wretch con- 
fined here was one 
who said he could not 
pray. If he could 
pray he would be free. 
He was groaning, cry- 
ing, sighing, weeping because he could not 
pray. All he could tell me, as his eyeballs 
rolled in agony, was this: “I would, but 
cannot, pray; I would plead with God, but 
I cannot find a word, my guilt has smitten 
me dumb.” Back he went, and refused to 
speak again, but he kept up a melancholy 
roaring all the day long. In this place no 
sound was heard but that of wailing; all 
was hushed except the dropping of his tears 
upon the cold stone, and his dreary miserere 
of sighs and groans. Verily, thought I, this 
is a sad and singular case, yet I remember 
when I was in that cell myself I did not 
think it strange. I thought that the heav- 
ens were brass above me, and that if I 
cried never so earnestly the Lord would shut 
out my prayer. I durst not pray, I was too 
guilty, and when I did dare to pray, ’twas 
hardly prayer, for I had no hope of being 
heard. “No,” I said, “it is presumption; 1 
must not plead with Him;” and when at 
times I would have prayed, I could not; 
something choked all utterance, and the 
only spirit could only lament, and long, and 
pant, and sigh to be able to pray. I know 
that some of you have been in this prison, 
and while I am talking to you this morning 
you will remember it, and bless God for de- 
liverance. 
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A KEY OF PROMISE 


Perhaps some of you are in it now, and 
though I say I think your case is very 
strange, it will not seem so to you. But 
do you know there was a little table in this 
cell, and on the table lay a key of promise, 
inscribed with choice words. I am sure the 
key would unlock the prison door, and if 
the prisoner had possessed skill to use it, 
he might have made his escape at once. 
This was the key, and these were the words 
thereon—“The Lord looked down from the 
height of his sanctuary: from heaven did the 
Lord behold the earth; to hear the groaning 
of the prisoner; to loose those that are ap- 
pointed to death.” Now, thought I, if this 
man cannot speak, yet God hears his groans; 
if he cannot plead, God listens to his sighs, 
and beholds him all the way from heaven, 
with his purpose, that he may catch even 
the faintest whisper of this poor man’s brok- 
en heart and set him free; for though the 
soul feels it can neither plead nor pray, yet 
it has prayed, and it shall prevail. I tried 
to catch the ear of my poor friend a little 
while, and I talked to him, though he would 
not speak to me. I reminded him that the 
Book in his cell contained instances of dumb 
men whom Jesus had taught to speak, and I 
told him that Christ was able to make him 
speak plainly, too. I turned to the book of 
Jonah, and read him these words: “Out of 
the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest 
me.” I quoted the words of Elias, “Go again 
seven times.” I told him that the Lord 
needed no fine language, for misery is the 
best argument for mercy, and our wounds 
the best mouths to speak to God’s ear. 


DARK, DARK AS EGYPT 


IV. We had not time to stay long at any 
one place, so we hastened to a fourth door. 
The door opened and shut behind me and 
I stood alone. What did I see? I saw noth- 
ing! ’Twas dark, dark as Egypt in her 
plague! This was the black hole called the 
cell of ignorance. I groped as a blind man 
gropeth for the wall. I was guided by 
my ear by sobs and moans to a spot where 
there knelt a creature in an earnest agony 
of prayer. I asked him what made his cell 
so dark. I knew the door was made of un- 
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belief, which surely shuts out all light, but 
I marvelled why this place should be darker 
than the rest, only I recollected to have read 
of some that sat “in darkness, and in 
the shadow of death, being bound in 
affliction and iron.” I asked him if there 
were no windows to the cell. Yes, there 
were windows, many windows, so people told 
him, but they had been stopped up years 
ago, and he did not know the way to open 
them. He was fully convinced that they 
never could afford light to him. I felt for 
one of the ancient lightholes, but it seemed 
as if, instead of giving light, it emitted 
darkness; I touched it with my hand and 
it felt to me to have once been a window 
such as I had gazed through with delight. 
He told me it was one of the doctrines of 
grace which had greatly perplexed him; it 
was called Election. 


PULLING OUT THE RAGS 


He said he should have had a little light 
had it not been for that doctrine, but since 
God had chosen His people, and he felt 
persuaded that He had not chosen him, he 
was lost forever, since if he were not chosen, 
it was hopeless for him to seek for mercy. 
I went up to that window and pulled out 
some handfuls of rags; filthly, rotten rags 
which some enemies of the doctrine had 
stuffed into the opening; caricatures and 
misrepresentations of the doctrine malicious- 
ly used to injure the glorious truth of di- 
vine sovereignty. As I pulled out these 
rags, light streamed in, and the man smiled 
as I told him, “It is a mercy for thee that 
there is such a doctrine as election, for if 
there were no such doctrine, there would be 
no hope for thee; salvation must either be by 
God’s will or by man’s merit; if it were 
man’s merit, thou wouldst never be saved, 
but since it is by God’s will, and He will 
have mercy on whom He will have mercy, 
there is no reason why He should not have 
mercy on thee, even though thou mayest be 
the chief of sinners. Meanwhile He bids 
thee believe in His Son, Jesus, and gives 
thee His divine word for it that “Him that 
cometh unto Him, He will in no wise cast 
out.” The little light thus shed upon the 
poor man led him to seek for more, so he 
pointed to another darkened window which 
was called—The Fall—or Human Deprav- 
ity. The man said: “Oh, there is no hope 
for me, for I am totally depraved, and my 
nature is exceeding vile; there is no hope for 
me.” I pulled the rags out of this window, 
too, and I said to him: “Do you not see 
that your ruin fits you for the remedy? It 
is because you are lost that Christ came to 
save you.” 


“Anger is without reason, it cares not for 
the consequence, it is the beast in full con- 
trol. In a moment anger does that which 
an eternity cannot undo.” 


“A loving heart is your best gift to those 
around you—quick to care, ready to share, 
unselfish in willingness to help.” 


Things cannot turn up of themselves. We 
must in a measure assist them to turn up.— 
Dickens. 


I would rather be beaten in right than 
succeed in wrong.—Garfield. 
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The Calling and Mission of the Prophets 


By Rev. I. J. Rosenberger, Covington, Ohio 


As we are dealing with a number of the 
prophets in our coming Sunday-school les- 
sons, their calling and mission ought to be 
of interest. The Old Testament prophets 
were no part of the religious system, no 
part of the regular organized commonwealth 
of Israel, secular or religious. God com- 
municated with His people through the high 
‘priest over the mercy-seat, on the great day 
of atonement. (See Ex. 25:22) This was 
the authorized channel through which Israel 
communicated with their Unseen King. But 
when the priesthood became corrupted, and 
the people with their worship polluted, God 
chose devout men—prophets—by whom He 
communicated his messages to the people. 

Samuel seems to have been the first of 
these regular prophets, to whom, at night- 
time, God communicated a most woeful mes- 
sage, setting forth the fall of Eli and his 
sons because of their unfaithfulness. Such 
aman was called “a man of God.” To him 
they went for guidance. Then, too, such a 
man was called “a seer,” because he saw 
things. Hence the appearance of one of 
these men was a token that something had 
gone wrong, that God had a controversy 
with his people. These messages of reproof 
and rebuke were commonly not well re- 
ceived, and the prophets were not popular 
men. The same is true to-day, for human 
nature has undergone no change. 


I. THE PROPHETS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 


The prophet Micaiah was smitten on the 
mouth for his prophecy against the kings of 
Judah and Israel in their going up to battle 
at Ramoth-gilead. A concrete example of 
this phase of the prophet’s ministry is found 
in the first chapter of Isaiah. This is of 
special interest when we note that this woe- 
ful prophecy was uttered when their tem- 
ple was thronged with worshipers, and 
“their altars were reeking with sacrifices, 
whose smoke daily ascended up over the 
temple.” It was of the Laodicean type. They 
called these prophecies of correction and re- 
buke “speaking evil of the king.” 

Jeremiah was another of the faithful 
type. He was confined in a miry dungeon 
pit for his testimony. But Jeremiah’s pain- 
ful message of rebuke went into fulfilment, 
notwithstanding. While God sets up the 
true, Satan, as his manner is, seeks to imi- 
tate. He set up the false, sent out deceptive 
prophets and teachers. To him the people, 
then as now, dictated what they should 
preach. Isaiah says: “Which say to the 
seers: Prophesy not unto us right things; 
speak unto us smooth things.” It is said 
that “they prophesied, saying: Peace, Peace, 
when there was no peace.” Jeremiah says: 
“The prophets prophesy falsely, and the 
priests hear rule by their means; and my 
people love to have it so.” These, both 
teachers and hearers, seem to have had itch- 
ing ears. Let me inquire: Are there not 
elements of this same condition in the world 
to-day? It will help the reader clearly to 
grasp the facts of our subject, to notice that 
the Old Testament prophets only appeared 
when apostasy was upon them. - They then 
reminded the people of their apostasy and 
the pending judgments of God. 


Il. THE PROPHETS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 


Christ and His apostles foretell the com- 
ing apostasy of the church, and of the re- 
sults of this the most common Bible reader 
surely is amply informed. Christ said: “As it 
was in the days of Noe; . . . as it was in 
the days of Lot, thus shall it be when the 
Son of man is revealed.”—that is, the loss 
of faith and the wickedness of the days of 
Noe and Lot will return at the close of the 
gospel period. “Then shall the kingdom of 
heaven be likened to ten virgins,” only half 
of whom entered the bridal chamber. “The 
Son of man shall send forth his angels, and 
they shall gather out of his kingdom all that 
offend, and them which do iniquity. . ‘ 
Verily, when the Son of man cometh, shall 
he find faith on the earth?” 

The mingled condition of the tares and 
wheat “at harvest”—the end of the world— 
as uttered by Christ, dismisses all idea of 
the conversion of the world during the gos- 
pel age, leaving no room at all for any con- 
troversy, and it does indicate an apostate 
condition of the church at that time. 

Paul prophesied: “For I know this, that 
after my departing, shall grievous wolves 
enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 
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. For that day shall not come except 
there be a falling away. . . Now the 
Spirit speaketh expressly that in the latter 
times some shall depart from the faith, giv- 
ing heed to seducing spirits and doctrines 
of devils. . . . This know also that in the 
last days perilous times shall come. . ; 
For the time will come when they (men) 
will not endure sound doctrine; . . . they 
shall turn their ears from the truth, and 
shall be turned unto fables.” 


Peter says: “But there were false proph- 
ets among the people, even as there shall be 
false teachers among you, . . . and many 
shall follow their pernicious ways. . 
Through covetousness shall they make mer- 
chandise of you. . . Presumptuous are 
they, self-willed. They are not afraid to 
speak evil of dignities.” Jude devotes his 
entire epistolary chapter in setting forth the 
coming apostasy in the Christian Church. 

Our space forbids us further to quote of 
the numerous testimonies of the foregoing 
cast and kind. I ask the serious reader: 
“Does it not look as if the circumstances of 
both church and state were shaping them- 
selves for a fulfilment of the line of proph- 
ecy quoted?” It is frequently said: “I 
know that these things are not right; but we 
cannot control them.” I point to this as a 
forerunner of all the dire evils to which I 
have referred. 





ASSYRIAN AND GERMAN 


By Rev. Wm. J. Warrener, Athens, Ohio 


There are some remarkable parallelisms 
between the utterances of the ancient Assyr- 
ian rulers and those of the Hohenzollerns 
of our own times. 

Max Muller, probably the greatest of 
linguists, and Professor of German at Ox- 
ford University in England, once said that 
from the resemblance of many German 
words to those of the ancient Assyrian, he 
was led to believe that the Germans were 
descended from the Assyrians. 

Tiglath Pileser, IV., king of Assyria (727- 
722 B. C.), said in speaking of himself: 
“Who in the service of Asshur, his Lord, 
shattered all those who opposed him like 
earthen vessels, swept them away like a 
cyclone, destroyed them like a tornado; the 
King who marched in the name of Asshur, 
Shamash, Marduk, the great gods, from the 
sea of the rising sun to the sea of the setting 
sun.” 


Sargon calls himself, “The chosen of Anu 
and Bell, the favorite of the great gods, 
whom Asshur and Marduk called, and caus- 
ed the name of his fame to go forth to the 
ends of the earth.” Sennacherib calls him- 
self “the good shepherd, the favorite of the 
great gods, the protector of justice, the lover 
of righteousness, the establisher of order, 
the bringer of help, the dispenser of bless- 
ings, the perfect ruler.” 


Esarhaddon says: “In order to display 
the might of Asshur, my Lord, before all 
peoples, I hung the heads of Sanduarri and 
of Abdunmilkutti upon the necks of their 
prime ministers, and with singing and music 
I marched into the suburbs of Nineveh.” 


These and other similar expressions may 
be found in good and reliable histories of the 
ancient monarchy of Assyria and show how, 
so long ago, its rulers were obsessed with 
the same egotistic ideas that characterize 
the utterances of their modern imitators, 
the Hohenzollerns. Especially, Kaiser Wil- 
helm II., the precipitator of the present 
world war, is blatant with such declarations, 
expressions that are fully believed by the 
German masses in Germany and other coun- 
tries, a part of whose mission it is to imbue 
the minds of the people the world over with 
the same belief. 


William I., the grandfather of the pres- 
ent Kaiser, said in a speech March 8, 1871, 
“Providence has willed that we should be 
His instruments.” 


The same idea has been expressed by Wil- 
helm II., repeatedly. March 28, 1901, he 
said: ‘We shall conquer everywhere, even 
though we be surrounded by enemies on all 
sides; for there lives a powerful Ally, the 
old good God in heaven, who has always 
been on our side.” August 25, 1910, he said: 
“Here (in Konigsberg) my grandfather, 
again by his own right, set the Prussian 
crown upon his head, once more distinctly 
emphasizing the fact that it was accorded 
him by the will of God alone and that he 
looked upon himself as the instrument of 
the Lord, without regard to the opinions 
and intentions of the day, I go my way.” 
In 1905, he said: ‘God would never have 
taken such pains with our German Father- 
land and its people if He had not been pre- 
paring us for something still greater. We 
are the salt of the earth.” In 1914, orders 
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to the army, he seemed to cap the climax 
when he said: “It is my imperial and royal 
command that you concentrate your energies 
for the present upon the attainment of one 
‘particular object, that you employ all your 
skill and all the bravery of my soldiers to 
exterminate the treacherous English, to 
shatter and annihilate General French’s 
contemptible little army. * * Rememberz 
that you are the chosen people! The Spirit 
of the Lord has descended upon me because 
I am the Emperor of the Germans! I am 
the instrument of the Almighty. I am His 
sword, His agent. Woe and death to all 
those who shall oppose my will! Woe and 
death to those who do not believe in my 
mission! Woe and death to the cowards! 
Let them perish, all the enemies of the Ger- 
man people! God demands their destruc- 
tion, God, who, by my mouth bids you to do 
His will.” 

The obsession, for it can be nothing else, 
that the Germans are the special instru- 
ments of God for the domination and kul- 
turization of the whole world is constantly 
cropping out in the utterances of historians, 
journalists, statesmen, and military writers. 
The historians, Carl Lamprecht, said: “Who 
will deny that here is even now a Christian 
German God, and that sometimes He re- 
veals Himself to aliens as a strong and jeal- 
ous God?” The latest phase of this whole 
blasphemous business is that, realizing that 
the teachings of her historians, philosophers, 
and renegade clergymen is at variance with 
the teachings of the Bible, they intend to 
discard the Semitic Bible, as they stigmatize 
it, and have a Teutonic one, which shall 
give the results of German higher criticism, 
scientific discoveries, poetry, and ethics. 
Wotan, the old god of the Teutonic Huns, 
Goths, and Vandals, is to replace Jehovah, 
and some other Hunnish creation is to super- 
sede Jesus Christ. The substitution given 
in one of the latest German books, “Thus 
saith Zarathustra,” or “Blessed are the war- 
makers, for they shall be called the children 
of Wotan,” for the declaration of Jesus 
Christ, “Blessed are the peace-makers, for 
they shall be called the children of God,” 
gives a fair idea of the ethical teachings 
of the new book, of the reason why Germany 
is a nation in arms whose business is war 
and world domination and whose egotism 
is such that all the creations of the greatest 
poets of the world has ever known to de- 
scribe Satan pale before the realities of 
latter-day Germanisms. 


PLAIN SPEECH 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


The speaker who knows something worth 
hearing and can tell it in language that the 
so-called common people understand will 
find men and women everywhere who are 
anxious to hear his message. 


In Herbert Spencer’s essay on “The Phil- 
osophy of Style” we find reference to the 
“pomposity of sesquipedalian verbiage.” 
The ancient writer Horace used the phrase 
sesquipedalia verba, literally words a foot 
and a half in length; that is, excessively 
long. . 

In scientific and philosophical treatises, 
written for educated people, long words are 
excusable, as a sentence containing such 
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often conveys the meaning in a few lines 
where otherwise a page might be required. 
They are justified, to quote C. A. S. Dwight, 
where they serve “as a short linguistic cut 
across lots in place of a prolix paraphrase.” 

But the speaker or writer who desires to 
reach the average must use language that 
the masses understand. 


“The English Bible and the noblest Eng- 
lish hymns,” says a writer, “are full of 
monosyllables: ‘O God, our help in ages 
past, our hope for years to come.’ And 
modern literary artestry, knowing how sim- 
ple things are best expressed with dignity, 
translates Homer into language nearly Bib- 
lical. The most of ordinary English speech 
is in monosyllables; sermons have been 
preached in them from English pulpits; our 
poets use them to give lightness or stateli- 
ness to the march of a verse, and the Eng- 
lish Bible, beyond which no man need go 
for English style, uses them more than any 
other great book in the world.” 


Hilda Richmond says that a man much 
given to using long words in preaching was 
converted to simplicity by reading Tenny- 
son. In the writings of this great poet the 
smallest words in the language are often 
used to convey some of the most sublime 
thoughts ever expressed. In some of his 
poems it is difficult to find a word of over 
two syllables. 


A sophomore in college once brought a 
composition he had written on “conscience” 
to his tutor, in which this sentence is said 
to have appeared: “The nature and prov- 
ince of conscience are such that, in view of 
the revealed and perfect standard of truth 
and duty, this inward monitor enables us 
to discriminate between that which, on the 
one hand, is forbidden and evil in its ten- 
dency, and that, on the other, which is com- 
manded and correct in theory and beneficial 
in practice.” “What, exactly, do you mean 
by that?” the tutor asked him. The student 
replied, “I mean that conscience tells us 
when we do right and when we do wrong.” 
“Then why didn’t you say so?” said the 
totor. 

Common sense should teach the preacher 
or writer that he greatly limits his useful- 
ness by using language that cannot be un- 
derstood by every person whom he is trying 
to reach. 


A retired missionary preached a sermon 
one Sunday morning on missions to the 
“land of Sinim,” and half his hearers had 
no idea what country he meant until the 
pastor of the church, in the evening serv- 
ice, explained that by Sinim the missionary 
meant China. 


A writer well says that it seems almost 
sarcasm to take the simple words of Jesus 
about the flowers and the weeds and the 
stones and the children of far-off Galilee 
and upon them build the ponderous, ornate, 
bewildering sermon that is often heard to- 
day, although not so often as in days now 
past. 

Dr. Samuel Johnson, of whom Boswell has 
so much of interest to say, used words of 
such length that Goldsmith once said that 
he made “little fishes talk like whales.” To- 
day Johnson’s writings are little read, while 
the poems and prose works of Goldsmith are 
treasured in all English-speaking lands, for 
he had caught the vision of simplicity. His 
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genius found expressiop in language that 
every person can understand and appreciate. 

“The ordinary man,” says C. A. S. 
Dwight, “does not, as a rule, deal in long 
words any more than he handles hundred- 
dollar bills. For the most part the small 
coin of colloquial, not necessarily slangy, 
terminology must be carried about with one 
for daily use. The first thing is to know 
something, and the second is to know how 
to put things.” 


BE NOT AMONG THE WINEBIBBERS 
BY MRS. MARTHA ARTHUR 


“For the drunkard and the glutton shall 
come to poverty.” (Prov. 23: 21) 

I would to God that men and women 
would cry out as Solomon did, when he said, 
“Be not among the winebibbers.” 

I believe the drunkards and winebibbers 
are causing more sorrow than the European 
war. They ruin homes, fill asylums and 
penitentiaries. They are the cause of wom- 
en and children going to the poorhouse or 
begging. 

If the Christian men and women would 
rise up on election day, with their white 
banners afloat, and say by the grace of God, 
I will vote a dry ticket, we could soon have 
every State in the Union dry. Then we 
could go about to stop the manufacture of 
the stuff that makes men brutes and causes 
women to sell their honor. 

It brings crime into the home; it ruins 
the manhood and womanhood; it makes idi- 
otic children; it causes wives to steal from 
their husbands for the welfare of their 
children. 

If we could vote every saloon out of exist- 
ence it would be grand, dear Christians. 
Before going to the polls to vote just kneel 
down and pray as you never prayed before. 
Ask God to help you win this great battle 
against booze. Do not say it doesn’t mat- 
ter just because your son and husband do 
not drink. But it does matter. In God’s 
name try to save some other mother’s son or 
husband that does drink. 

How many a poor old mother is there to- 
day, whose life is ruined because of drink 
in her home? Perhaps her husband and 
two or three sons are all drunk, cursing and 
sometimes even whipping her, yet she loves 
them and makes excuses for them. She is 
ashamed to go anywhere. Just stays at 
home and nurses her sorrow. She feels that 
she is disgraced, but if she does not take 
care of them, who will? How many sleep- 
less nights and long sorrowful days she 
passes through, praying that the time will 
come when temptations of saloons will be 
gone forever. 

We read in 1 Corinthians, that a drunk- 
ard shall not enter the kingdom of heaven; 
help save them. 

Lane, Ill. 


“When one is working for another he 
should be conscientious and careful, and 
strive to do an honest job.” 


“To refuse to forgive is, to.cut down the 
bridge you yourself must one day cross.” 





“Tdeals are fine, but hard work is the soil 
in which they grow.” 
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NEWS OF GENERAL INTEREST IN THE SECULAR WORLD 


——Irazu, a volcano 11,200 feet high near 
the city of Cartago, Costa Rica, is manifest- 
ing signs of eruption. The old crater is 
vomiting immense volumes of smoke. The 
populations of San Jose, the Costa Rican 
capital, Cartago, and the neighboring towns 
are growing uneasy. 





The potato crops of England and 
Wales, on which the various food controllers 
have placed so much reliance in the matter 
of conserving bread and flour, are turning 
out much better than expected and are esti- 
mated at 3,339 tons, a thirty-three per cent. 
increase over 1916, and the largest crop 
recorded since 1885. 


—wWoman Suffrage by Federal Consti- 
tutional Amendment won in the House 
recently with exactly the required number of 
affirmative votes. While members in their 
seats and throngs in the galleries waited 
with eager interest, the House adopted by a 
vote of 274 to 136 a resolution providing for 
submission to the States of the so-called 
Susan B. Anthony amendment for national 
enfranchisement of women. 





Chairman Padgett of the House 
Naval Committee said recently that within 
a year the United States would have a sub- 
marine fleet as good as that of Germany, or 
better. “The number of submarines now 
under construction is a naval secret,” he 
said, “and all that can be said is that the 
138 which are being built under the authori- 
zation of the program of August, 1916, are 
only a part of the whole number.” 





Mrs. Norman Whitehouse of New 
York City, chairman of the New York State 
Woman Suffrage Party, and for some time 
a most active worker for suffrage, has been 
selected by the administration to direct edu- 
cational work in Switzerland. She will work 
under the direction of the Committee on 
Public Information in a campaign intended 
to place America’s side fully before the peo- 
ple of Switzerland and through them be- 
fore the people of the Central Powers. 


——King George’s proclamation fixing 
January 6 for prayers throughout the Brit- 
ish Empire for what has been accomplished 
in the war by British arms in the cause of 
freedom and an invocation for the success- 
ful, speedy termination of the war was ob- 
served in the places of worship of every de- 
nomination. The lord mayor of London and 
sheriffs attended the St. Paul’s cathedral in 
state. Soldiers and sailors on leave, some 
of them Americans, filled the churches. One 
of the features of the occasion was the clos- 


ing of all saloons for the first time since the 
war began. 


——tThe greatest terminals in America 
will be constructed at Norfolk, Va. The 
government will spend $16,000,000 in erec- 
tion of concrete buildings. The greatest 
single step toward making Norfolk the most 
important city on the Atlantic seaboard was 
taken recently by the city council of Nor- 
folk, when the proposition of the United 
States Government to purchase ‘the city 
terminal at Bush Bluff and make of it and 
other property the greatest army depot in 


the country, was accepted without a dissent- 
ing vote. The plans of the government pro- 
vide for a greater terminal at Norfolk than 
the Bush terminal in New York City. 


——tThe traveling child hygiene exhibit 
of the American Red Cross opened in the 
municipal theater at Chartress, France, 
recently, a country-wide campaign of éduca- 
tion. The mayor and prefect of the town 
welcomed the Red Cross workers and prom- 
ised their hearty cooperation. The exhibit, 
the first of its kind in France, is carried on 
a motor truck. It consists of an electro- 
generating plant, moving picture apparatus, 
attractive pictures, and literature urging 
greater hygiene in the care of children. 

he 

——tThe hospital ship Rewa was torpedoed 
without warning an hour before midnight 
January 4, and sank within an hour. Ac- 
cording to custom, the vessel was lighted up 
after dark Friday evening, so that there 
could be no possibility of submarines mis- 
taking her identity. The torpedo struck the 
vessel with a terrific crash and was so effec- 
tive that there was no chance of saving her. 
There were 550 persons on board, including 
thirty bed-ridden and a number of soldiers 
suffering from malaria. All the patients, 
the ship’s staff, and the members of the 
crew, with the exception of three Lascars, 
who were killed by the explosion, were safe- 
ly rescued from the boats and rafts. The 
rescued men were two hours adrift before 
they were picked up. 


——America’s program of war and peace, 
with definite terms upon which the nations, 
great and small, are fighting together 
against German world domination are ready 
to lay down their arms, was given to the 
world by President Wilson through an ad- 
dress to Congress in joint session. The 
speech was delivered as a direct response to 
the German challenge in the negotiations 
with the Russians at Brest-Litovsk. It fol- 
lowed closely and approved the address of 
the British premier, but was far more spe- 
cific in statement of terms, robbing of force 
in advance any German peace drive designed 
to confuse the entente and American gov- 
ernments and their people, while at the 
same time presenting the foundation for 
genuine negotiations whenever the central 
powers are ready to talk peace. 


——Enemy alien restrictions probably 
will be extended soon to German women in 
the United States. Legislation to this end 
is being drafted, and congressional leaders 
have assured the Department of Justice that 
it will be enacted promptly. If this be done 
before the week of February 4, when a 
nation-wide registration of unnaturalized 
Germans is to be made under supervision of 
the Department of Justice, women probably 
will be included in the enemy alien census. 
Of the hundreds of Germans who have been 
interned since the United States entered the 
war, only six have been paroled permanent- 
ly, and ten given freedom for a time. This 
announcement was made in refutation of 
widespread reports that the government had 
released hundreds of dangerous alien 
enemies. 


Lord Chief Justice of Great Britain, 
Earl Reading, has been named British high. 
éonimissiéner to the United States, succeed- 
ing Sir Cecil Spring-Rice, former Ambas- 
sador to this country. Lord Reading’s posi- 
tion is somewhat different to that held by 
Sir Cecil. The new representative of Great 
Britain is well known in the United States, 
having visited this country several times 
in the past few years on special missions for 
his government. 





— Great Britain's war dinis were set 
forth by Premier Lloyd George in the broad- 
est and at the sanie timie most spetifié man- 
ner in which they have yet been stated. In 
one of the most striking and comprehensive 
utterances of the war, the premier made it 
clear what the British nation and empire 
would regard as a just and durable peace. 
This, he declared, must be achieved by the 
reestablishment of the sanctity of treaties, 
territorial adjustments on the basis of self- 
government, and the limitation of armaments 
guaranteed by an international organi- 
zation. He said the desire of Great Britain 
was to turn Germany from her schemes of 
military domination to beneficent tasks in 
the world and to settle the territorial ques- 
tions of the war in a way that would do 
justice to the various nationalities affected. 





Traveling for twenty thousand miles, 
from far western Russia, near the Gulf of 
Riga, across the Siberian plains, to Yoko- 
hama, and then on across the Pacific Ocean 
and the continent of America, for more than 
four months enroute, Mrs. Leah Yoffe, and 
her eight children, the oldest not yet sixteen, 
arrived in Suffolk, Virginia, recently, to join 
the husband and father, who made his 
escape from Russia and came to this coun- 
try four years ago to seek his fortunes in 
the land of the free. Mrs. Yoffe, unable to 
speak a word of English, told her wonder- 
ful experience through an interpreter. All 
of the long hard trip through Russia and 
Siberia was made by the family, herded in a 
freight car, crowded with emigrants. Mrs. 
Yoffe stated that Russia, in the province in 
which she was living is in a starving con- 
dition. Clothing is very expensive. Shoes 
are nearly one hundred dollars a pair, and 
cotton cloth of the poorest quality three 
dollars the yard. When she left her native 
town her little children were barefoot and 
wrapped in such cloth as she could get for 
them. On account of the severe cold and the 
lack of heat, their suffering was intense. 
Mrs. Yoffe found Yokohama warm and love- 
ly. It was here that she was able to buy 
clothes and shoes for her children, and on 
arriving at Seattle, after twenty days on the 
Pacific, she was again able to fit them out 
in clothing that was comfortable and suit- 
able for this country. “This country is so 
beautiful!” she exclaimed. Mrs. Yoffe is a 
young woman, and despite the hardships 
which she and her children have undergone, 
they look rosy and well. 


“It is a fine thing to ‘be courageous at 
the right time, in the right way, for the 
right things,’ ” 
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A FEW MORE 
SIGNS OF THE TIMES 


i 





Unless more churches 
remit to the Convention 
offering than have, the 
REMINDER LIST will 


be a mighty long one. 





THE PEOPLE’S CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
OF MILFORD, NEW JERSEY, (INDE- 
PENDENT) REMITS THIRTEEN DOL- 
LARS ($13.00) TO THE CONVENTION 
OFFERING. 


PHILLIPSBURG, OHIO 

I have been supplying the pulpit at Phil- 
lipsburg since the first of October, going out 
on each First and Third Sundays. For this 
meager service the Convention receives $12.- 
50 a trip, and the writer has the pleasure 
of preaching the “Good News” to a small, 
but intelligent and appreciative congrega- 
tion. The village of Phillipsburg has a pop- 
ulation of about five hundred people, and is 
a well-kept and orderly place. The Chris- 
tian church there has a membership of less 
than fifty, and yet they maintain a good 
Sunday-school, a Ladies’ Mite Society, and 
regular church service, AND THEY TAKE 
ALL THE COLLECTIONS. Yes they do, 
and find great pleasure in doing it, too. On 
Sunday, January 6th, Cradle Roll and Home 
Departments were added to the school or- 
ganization, with Sisters Hoke and Knee as 
superintendents. At the close of the morn- 
ing service on the day above mentioned, 
Warren Beck came to the platform and said 
he desired a few minutes of time. He then, 
in a very neat and touching speech, spoke 
of the church’s appreciation of its present 
opportunities, and that it wished in some 
slight way at least to express that apprecia- 
tion. He then presented the pastor and his 
wife with as fine a quilt as one would wish 
to own. It was a gift from the whole 
church, and had been pieced by “Grandma” 
Taylor. The Ladies’ Mite Society seemed 
to have managed the affair, which culmin- 
ated in a pleasant surprise to the pastor and 
his wife. And this was not all. “Grandma” 
Taylor added a fine fruit dish and handker- 
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chief from herself personally. She is now 
the oldest member of the Christian church 
in the village, and to it she gives all her 
love and as much service as she is able to 
render. On each recurring Christmas day 
he# children eat a home dinner with 
Mother. At the dinner she presents the 
cause of missions and takes uj an offering. 
She handed me three dollars; saying it was 
her Christmas offering and that one dollar 
might go to the Bishop Cottage Fund, and 
the other two to home missions. She re- 
newed her subscription to THE HERALD OF 
GOSPEL LIBERTY and Christian Missionary, 
purchased Arnold’s Commentary and The 
Christian Annual for 1918. Her life is ex- 
emplary in every way, and her example of 
love and loyalty to her church should be 
closely followed. 


A FEW LETTERS FROM THE MANY 
THAT MIGHT BE READ WITH 
PROFIT 


SHARPE, PA., December 25, 1917. 
DEAR BROTHER BURNETT:—On account of 
bad weather, sickness, and death in our 
community, we had no preaching this month. 
I will send you two dollars and fifty cents. 
Two dollars of this sum are the Lord’s tenth. 
I give ten cents out of every dollar I get. 
Fifty cents I give out of my own purse. 
Please credit to our little church, not to me. 

DENTON PECK. 





K1owA, KANSAS, December 15, 1917. 


Rev. J. F. Burnett, 
Dayton, Ohio. 


Please find one dollar for The American 
Christian Convention offering, and one dol- 
lar for the Get Together Fund, all of which 
is to help in answering our precious Lord’s 
prayer, “That they may be one.” (The 
prime reason for our organization and ex- 
istence) God bless the Christian Church, 
and its pulpit. Some one has said, “When 
the pulpit is aflame the pews burn.” God 
help our pastors to know what is the “mat- 
ter” with our churches. 

Yours for a fire, 
Wo. L. CORYELL. 





KEENE, N. H., December 8, 1917. 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, 
Secretary A. C. C., 
Dayton, Ohio. 

My Dear Sir:—In response to your call 
in HERALD for December 9th, I am enclos- 
ing check for fifteen dollars. 

Very sincerely, 
ELGIN A. JONES. 





WOODSTOCK, VERMONT, 
December 26, 1917. 

DEAR Dr. BURNETT:—I enclose check for 
$12.00 for the Convention, the offering of 
the Woodstock church. 

I distributed nearly fifty envelopes, with 
the leaflet concerning the offering, but only 
eleven came back as yet. Possibly a few 
more may come when some of the people 
who have not been at church for about a 
month, (we have had severely cold weather 
here for December, one Sunday the mercury 
standing at from 24 to 37 below zero) get 
back to service. If so I will send it on. I 


Secretary 
REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D. 
Dayton, Ohio 





have done the best I know how to interest 

them in our general work. But enough. 

With the season’s greetings, I am, 
Sincerely yours, 
ALVA H. MorRILL. 


Doctor Morrill is to be congratulated upon the offer- 
ing, even though the envelopes were few. Twelve dol- 
lars in eleven envelopes is worthy of special mention. 
In many congregations several times eleven will give, 
and yet the sum given fall far below twelve dollars. 
If the giving by Doctor Morrill’s congregation could 
be duplicated in all our churches, we would have plen- 
ty of money for all purposes. But how much more we 
would have if all our folks would give. 





LATER 


WOODSTOCK, VERMONT, 
January 3, 1918. 
DEAR DR. BURNETT:—Here is an addi- 
tional dollar for the Convention offering. 
Best wishes for you and the Convention 
work. 
Cordially yours, 
A. H. MorrILL. 





PowWELL, PA., January 2, 1918. 


Dayton, Ohio. 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, 

DEAR BROTHER BURNETT :—Inclosed please 
find money order for ten dollars ($10.00) 
for American Christian Convention, one- 
half to be credited in memory of Lucilla L. 
Cole. 

Yours in Christ, 
D. E. COLe. 





PowELL, PA., R. D. 1., 
December 31, 1917. 


J. F. BuRNETT:—Inclosed $5.00 for Amer- 
ican Christian Convention from First 
Franklin Christian Church, Tioga River 
Conference. We are without a pastor, and 
I was away from home when it should have 
been taken—hence the delay. 

Respectfully 
HELEN BLAKE PHELPS. 


FRANKFORT, IND., December 21, 1917. 


Dr. J. F. Burnett, Secretary, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

DEAR BROTHER:—The enclosed check is a 
contribution made by the Twentieth Century 
Bible Class (Ladies) of Antioch church, 
Western Indiana Conference, for the Khaki 
Bibles for soldiers. Please receipt me. 

Sincerely, 
CLARENCE DEFUR, 
1400 S. Columbia St. 





LAKEMONT, N. Y., January 5, 1918. 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., 
Dayton, Ohio. 

My Dear Dr. BuRNETT:—Inclosed please 
find my check for $5.50, $5.00 for the Con- 
vention collection. I was away from home 
when it was taken, and $.50 for the year 


With all the congratulations of the sea- 
son, I remain Sincerely yours, 
MARTYN SUMMERBELL. 





GRESHAM, NEB., December 24, 1917. 


Rev. J. F. Burnett, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

DEAR BROTHER:—Enclosed find check for 
$19.78, our offering from the Wayland 
Christian church for The American Chris- 
tian Convention. We are just a little late 
with our offering, but we got more money by 
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extending the offering over one more Sun- 
day. Very sincerely yours, 
C. G. NELSON. 


JAMESTOWN, OHIO, January 5, 1918. 
Dayton, Ohio. 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, 

DEAR BROTHER BURNETT :—Please find en- 
closed $5.00 for The American Christian 
Convention, and $1.00 for foreign missions. 

Yours truly, 
MARIAM LITTLE. 
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PE <.s~six0sesebsaueeaeeeaeuberecake 5.00 
EE 04 5 0ics vc Wep dee bacePKeaawneaeas: 3.80 
POEL snes 4,6 505'64 she baka REREE LEE 8.35 
CD cae tl ts0 36k e she SUR bee bee 2.70 
SE REND. 05x\sn ns vu saneeakacesSih costes oe 10.00 
PRMOA: . nu<0scsndavvagughantecusceonh tos 3.51 

Northwestern Kansas 
NE Sco s nib chssecn et eneena's Geaaae 12.00 
NOR £5 eek a cnaBigass vanes Siank pedi eee 10.00 
PIN) iinick si niciesa bhcade teat anc< ea 3.38 
York and Cumberland 
PEL Shabbos ppiant nal acsansunesaceeaeiee 5.50 
South Berwick and Wells ..................2.. 2.59 


NNER 5 Sci os oes Sah vaos ch Cnww ieee 2.50 
PR 60 8k oss sa ehe Roh maaiscannsiny 1.45 
IE Sansa 5 esicicceeSeorekoes sce san cn etk 1.00 
PD. Sino sng s scShs cde b sh nVewikce tee t 1.00 
I ig, a atest a Be a eee 9.03 
OME WHONED «5 5 06 cwbnessseuhs caceacevus nec 2.94 
5.00 
1.23 
4.00 
1.85 
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Brockville ..ccccccccccccsvcccccccccesccesece 1.65 
BEC. PRRRGRRE 2 wcccccccccescecvssecccvseveses 1.00 
Rays Hill and Southern Pennsylvania 
J ere re re 1.40 
EEE. ys nb dno en 560 0n0 aden ks binceannee 2.40 
ROMO cccccccccvescoossccscccasescosesve 2.50 
Delmarvia 
TED. 06.600 5.550 00000nenns sek beeeysuwe senesce 1.00 
Northwestern Indiana 
PSG OGRE nc cc cvccnvccsnscvessocscscceseces 4.45 
DOW WEY 6040 cctcccceccdeseccececccedece 3.12 
Vote Amperien occ ccccccccccsccvccscscceses 6.69 
QURAN ccccccccceccevecesecssesoveseveveees 5.00 
New York Western 
DTN 6 5:0:0:6006n0000:609- bed beter 608ece ee 2.00 
New Jersey 
Swank: WO os cave css b cs ccwseccrcccusavde 4.00 
North Fork Illinois 
Pe OOO 05:05. 0:0.6 045-060 bh ne noe scnenanes 1.50 
Richland Union 
TID. nnd chants eewetbhenisasaanceasn 1.30 
Ue TE nw bon ckebe59s00 0008 baecn bOKSOS 3.00 
Maine 
BM: Seiannninndehcndess Cub eecssteseine 5.06 
LR. Sena nbs 6446:66ddes Rha cab bn Ts dS O1SESA0 2.00 
Michigan 
DGRUIOER: 4. 5c vt ceenenesdes EL SdNES baw ees oe 1.65 
Western Illinois 
DUE pkde ss Gates cunt atacenskerths eas dteaes 3.75 
EWR. oo cb vovccsdccicesesosecbeencecoees 1.30 
Northern Illinois 
CO. «ic bdddw een 60:20 8 SeeadS RESTS bE ObaS Ase 2.00 
WO QUOTE i ccccccctndcescccisscocds 5.35 
STE. o'c crcccesvcscccecssccessececnecsscesse 15.00 
Urbana .. 15.00 
EDS . nccbecccencsnccencede cos vcsstécoscsegne 7.35 
PUG 655 05.5- 0 b9 800 50kn0tnebees see00baue 5.00 
Eel River 
Phenenet TE occ ccndvccscwccvenseccescosves 5.00 
PEE, ivbnccs+nteadhen sce atebedisias ieeen 3.53 
Central Indiana 
PRE TD. o 6 0.0:600.00900006000d4essrosenn 1.51 
Northwestern Ohio 
New Richland ...cccccccccccccccccevvccccece 80 
Taafayette .ccccccccccscccevescccsccvecsscese 7.90 
Ohio Eastern 
Coes Chapel S. S. ..ccccccccccccccccscsevcces 5.00 
New York Central 
PRICES ccc ccccsccsccccccovcescscccccecese 5.55 
Nebraska 
Wate occ ccccccccs cecsvcccccevcceccecsee 19.78 
Ontario 
Toronto, First ....cccccccccsccccccvssccsccers 5.00 
Illinois 
Christian Temple ........ccccccccceccccssess 2.50 
Southern Indiana 
TOT kod cinns oobemswn nine ons n00dba0s000005.8% 2.05 
Western Michigan and Northern Indiana 
Olive Cheped .ncccccncccceccscvecvcssccccecs 4.30 
Southern Christian Convention ........++++. 200.00 
Peoples Church, Milford, N. J. ........-+++0+ 13.00 
Christian Pub. Ass’n, commission on books. . 7.68 
Personal 
M. Orban, Jr., Whittier, Cal. ......cccccccees 50.00 
Rev. S. Q. Helfenstein, Dayton, Ohio ......... 1.00 
Rev. Eliza L. Brown, Daytona Beach, Fla. .. 2.50 
Rev. Morris Peterson, Goshen, Ind. .......... 1.00 
Elgin A. Jones, Keene, N >) aes cenonesa’ 15.00 
Wm. L. Coryell, Kiowa, Kansas ............+ 2.00 
Mrs. L. B. Rice, Arthur, Ill. ........-.+s-0- 2.55 
Mrs. Lois S. Blodgett, Plymouth, N. Y. ..... 1.50 
Rev. G. W. Morrow, Detroit, Mich. ......... 5.00 
Rev. Geo. A. Conibear, Ridgefield Park, N. J. 1.00 
Mattie and John Pulhain, Fithian, Ill. ........ 1.00 
Rev. T. V. Moore, Woodhull, N. Y. .........++ 5,00 
Mr. and Mrs. W. G. Moulton, Kittery, Maine 2.00 
FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS 
Northwestern Indiana 
Dabbad ...csccivccscsccceccbscesccvesscesecs 5.00 
Personal 
Mrs. S. B. Rice, Arthur, TH. ...cccsceccsccece 3.00 
FOR HOME MISSIONS 
Northwestern Indiana 
Oakland ..cccsccvvecocsecrcoccecosss one ceenn oe 5.00 
Personal 
Mrs. S. B. Rice, Arthur, Ill, .........eeeeees 3.00 
FOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 
Central Illinois 
Urbana, C. EB. once sce cccceccceccccrcsceses 2.00 
FOR BISHOP COTTAGE 
Personal 
M. Orban, Jr., Whittier, Cal........--0-seeeees 100.00 
FOR ARMENIAN RELIEF 
Peoples church, Milford, N. J. ..--++--eeeee 3.95 
FOR DEFIANCE COLLEGE 

Mt. Vernon cs 
BEG. MEO Sik i Siac 0 coc ccWebahew onspes« caeeus 3.25 
FOR KHAKI BIBLE FUND 
Western Indiana 
Antioch, 20th Century Bible Class ........... 4.00 
FOR EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN 
Merrimack 
South Danbury, S. S. ..cicccscccsesccccssee 1.00 
Bameonte, GB. B. wks cccceses mows aah pen caked oe 2.00 
FOR FEDERAL COUNCIL 
Southern Christian Convention ............+- 50.00 


JANUARY 17, 1918 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., See’y 
Bion College, N. C. 





Lesson for January 27, 1918 


JESUS FORGIVING SIN 
Mark 2:1-12 


Time—May or June, A. D. 28. 

Place—Capernaum. 

Golden Text—The Son of man hath 
power on earth to forgive sins.—Mark 2: 10. 

Material for Teachers—Psa, 32; Luke 
15: 11-24. 

Primary Memory Verse-—Forgive us our 
sins.—Luke 11: 4. 

Intermediate Topic—Jesus Healing Soul 
and Body. 7 

Additional Material—Luke 7: 36-50. 

Senior and Adult Topic—Jesus Meeting 
Man’s Deepest Need. 

Additional Material—Matt. 1:21; Luke 
7: 86-50; Heb. 7: 25. 


Daily Readings 

Monday, Jan. 21—Jesus Forgiving Sin. 
Mark 2: 1-12. 

Tuesday, Jan. 22—The Blessedness of 
Forgiveness. Psalm 32. 

Wednesday, Jan. 23—-A Forgiven Son, 
Luke 15: 11-24. 

Thursday, Jan. 24—Forgiven Much. Luke 
7: 41-50. . 

Friday, Jan. 25—Forgiveness and Cleans- 
ing. 1 John 1. 

Saturday, Jan. 26—The Scarlet Made 
White. Isa. 1: 2-6, 16-18. 

Sunday, Jan. 27—Forgiven to Serve. 1 
Peter 1: 13-23. 


Comments 
I. THE THRONGING MULTITUDE. Vs. 1, 2. 


In the house—The houses of the poorer 
people of Palestine were and are yet of 
one story and often of but a single room. 
They were built of a mixture of straw and 
mud, plastered over a framework of posts 
and wickerwork. The walls and roof are, 
though a foot thick, easily damaged by 
rain and could be easily dug through. The 
roof was flat and was reached by stairs run- 
ning from the street. Such a house would 
have only one door, and the windows would 
be latticed, not glazed, and small to exclude 
the summer heat. The roof of such a house 
would be used for a place of retirement and 
rest. In summer a booth of boughs was 
sometimes built upon it. Sometimes a per- 
manent, more or less substantial, roof was 
built over the main roof, giving a large 
upper room. The houses of the better 
classes were built around a court which was 
reached from the street by a passage be- 
tween the rooms, and closed next the street 
by a door or doors. About the door—Prob- 
ably this house was of the simplest kind, as 
described above, having but one story and 
one room. Jesus was standing in this room 
and the multitude not only filled the room, 
but thronged about the door and filled the 
narrow street near the door, thus cutting 
off the approach to Jesus. If the house was 
built about a court, Jesus must have stood in 
one of the rooms, or under the roof that 
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was sometimes built about the outer edge 
of the court; and in that case, the crowd 
filled the court and the passage-way from 
the street. 


II. Sick MAN BROUGHT TO CHRIST. Vs. 


3. 


The sick man was paralyzed, as we would 
say to-day. Borne of four—One holding 
each corner of the pallet on which he lay. 
Uncovered the roof—They reached the flat 
roof by the outside staircase and easily dug 
through it between the rafters. When the 
opening was made, they passed the paraly- 
tic down to those who stood about Jesus in 
the room below, thus placing him in the 
presence of the Master. All the trouble 
they experienced and the difficulties they 
overcame in bringing the man, sick of the 
palsy, in the presence of Jesus was an ex- 
pression of their faith—the faith of the four 
men who carried the sick man, as well as 
of his faith. It is not likely that the four 
men would have brought the sick man with- 
out his consent or that Jesus would have 
pronounced his sins forgiven if He had not 
seen that the man himself had at least the 
beginnings of faith. Their faith was ac- 
companied by works; work always implies 
faith, and genuine faith always works, and 
such faith never works in vain, for it is 
based upon a routine basis. Christ, in for- 
giving the man, did not only what was need- 
ful for the body, but met the deeper needs 
of the soul. It is likely that the paralysis 
was an effect of sin as the cause, and Christ 
went to the heart of the trouble, and remov- 
ed the cause, which was sin. It is a com- 
mon belief among the Jews that all evil is 
the result of sin and to deal successfully 
with evil we must remove the sin. 


III. Critics CALLED Down. Vs. 6-9. 


The scribes—were leaders of the people. 
They dictated the nation’s theological and 
political beliefs. They would criticise Je- 
sus’ teachings and oppose Him if they 
thought necessary. ‘They came there, no 
doubt, to find cause to condemn Jesus and 
oppose His teachings. He blasphemeth— 
They were prejudiced against Him and did 
not want to know the truth. They came 
there to condemn Him and condemned Him 
without an unbiased consideration of His 
teachings. Their reasoning was false as to 
method and conclusion because of prejudice. 
They said: “Who can forgive sins but one, 
even God.” The Father sent Jesus Christ 
to be the Savior of the world and gave Him 
authority to forgive sins, but he could read 
the heart, understand the will, and inter- 
pret the desire and forgive men who were of 
the penitent spirit towards God. And 
straightway Jesus perceiving, ete.—Jesus 
read their thoughts and replied to their jeal- 
ous and prejudiced conclusions. He was of 
quick mind and could read the hearts of 
men. If the “scribes” had been as acute 
in understanding the hearts of men as Jesus 
was, they would have read in the spirit and 
personality of Jesus the evidences of the 
true Messiah and accepted Him as the Mes- 
siah. Which is easier—Jesus does not ask 
which is easier to accomplish, but which is 
easier to say. He claimed to be able to 
heal the sick and He made His claims good 
by healing. He also claimed to forgive sins 
and equally made His claim good by forgiv- 


ing men their sins. Christ was always gen- 
erous to His opposers and this is an evidence 
of the strength of His claim. He who has 
the truth on his side need fear nothing 
from carping critics. Christ showed His 
opponents the true character of a miracle, 
which manifested the divinity of His power, 
in order that men might believe in Him as 
the Son of God. They could not see the 
inner workings of His Spirit in forgiving 
sins, but they could see the outward work- 
ings of this forgiving power in the healing 
of the paralytic. 


IV. CHRIST'S POWER MANIFESTED. Vs. 
10-12. 


But that ye may know—Christ wants us 
to know, not to surmise or guess, but that 
knowledge may come as a result of doing. 
Modern education is stressing the divine 
teaching, 7. e., that we must do in order to 
know. Christ attests His right to His claim 
as the Messiah by doing what only the 
Messiah could do. Christ often applied the 
term, “Son of man” to Himself to show His 
close relationship to our humanity and our 
human needs. He was equally close to God 
as the Son of God, in order that He might 
relate us to God through this double, inti- 
mate relationship. Some people have over- 
emphasized one, and some the other rela- 
tionship; both are equally true and essen- 
tial to the conception of Christ as a Mediator 
between God and man. Christ is indeed 
the representative Man and represents God 
to man. Jesus represents all mankind in 
His priestly relationship to God, and repre- 
sents God the Father in His prophetic rela- 
tionship to man. In the one case He speaks 
to God for man; in the other He speaks 
to man for God. I say unto thee, arise, 
take up thy bed—Jesus commanded the im- 
possible and it was made possible by His 
power through faith. Sin placed the man’s 
back on his bed, salvation placed the man’s 
bed on his back. In humanity we see weak- 
ness, in divinity, strength. When we be 
come willing to do His will, He gives us 
power. He rose...... took up the bed— 
This gave visible proof of his being healed. 
By walking in newness of life, by changing 
our conduct, and forming new habits and 
leaving old things behind, we not only prove 
our faith and show our salvation, but form 
new habits and gain new strength, and re- 
veal the forgiving power of Jesus on the 
earth. 


They were all amazed—This was not sur- 
prising that they should be amazed to see 
him carrying his bed, but it only proves 
the genuineness of the miracle. Some were 
equally amazed at the claim of Jesus to 
have power to forgive sins. It was natural 
for the prejudiced scribes to regard Him as 
a blasphemer, but the people who rejoiced 
in the good that had come to the unfortu- 
nate man were able to see in this the mani- 
festation of divine power and were ready to 
give glory to God, for they had never seen 
such a wonderful demonstration of power 
before. They had observed the facts con- 
nected with this miracle, they studied the 
relation of these facts in their organization 
about the result in healing and forgiving the 
man, they saw that these facts and prin- 
ciples harmonized with their ideals of God 
and were prepared to give Him the glory 
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due Him from the result, but the scribes 
ignored the facts, were blind to the prin- 
ciples, and had a narrow conception of God 
because their prejudice blinded them to the 
truth of the teachings manifested by the 
miracle. It is strange that the same facts, 
principles, and ideals should be interpreted 
so diametrically differently until we con- 
sider the part that prejudice plays in their 
conclusions. 








CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 
WwW. A. Harper, 1 a : Secretary 








CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR STANDARDS 
OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


_ The United Society has adopted and pub- 
lished its standards for 1917-1919. They are 
as follows: 


Young People’s and Intermediate Standards 
1917-1919 
“Excellent” Societies, those reaching a per- 
centage of 80 and over. 
“Superior” Societies, those reaching a per- 
centage of 100 and over. 


Percentage Basis 


1. Acceptance of a denominational pro- 
gram for Young People’s work, or 

the rendering of a specific denomina- 

CHUN BORVIOD cnc ccocccscecacsdevuce« 20% 

A contest with another society (in- 

cluding a Christian Endeavor World 

subscription contest)................ 10% 


be 


3. Carrying out some feature of Chris- 
tian Endeavor’s War-Service Program 10% 

4. Acceptance of State, Provincial, or 
Local Union Standards .............. 20% 

5. Observance of Christian Endeavor 
WEES nacaescadan ¥en cadkedaceceoade 10% 


6. Organization of a Local Alumni Fel- 
lowship, with an annual Fellowship 
EN va ca vc citlndd ete edd a odainateed ons 10% 
Attaining of the Efficiency Standards 
shown on the Efficiency chart, a Red 


“1 


Seal society being credited with .... 20% 
A Silver Seal society ............... 20% 
A Gold Seal society ................ 20% 


Recognition and Awards 


The United Society will give certificates to 
“Excellent” and “Superior” local societies, on 
recommendation of the State unions. Special 
honor will be given by the United Society to 
societies beyond 100%. 

The Southern Societies have adopted the 
following standards: 


Dixie C. E. Society Standards 


1. Patriotic—Enroll as many members of the 
C. E. Army of Universal Patriotic Service 
as there are members of your society. 
Enrollment slips 25c per 100. 

Contests—Conducting a contest with some 
other society, contest to run at least eight 
weeks. Suggested contests are: Attend- 
ance at C. E. meeting, attendance at mid- 
week prayer-meeting, enrollment C. E. 
Army Universal Patriotic Service, C. E. 
oratorical contest, subscriptions for C. E. 
World, Dixie Endeavor and denomina- 
tional papers. 

3. Alumni—Organization of a local Christian 
Endeavor Alumni Fellowship with an an- 
nual Fellowship meeting or banquet. 
Alumni Fellowship shall enroll all past 
Endeavorers. Fellowship shall have 
simple organization, with President, Sec- 
retary, and Lookout Committee. Send 3c 
stamp for leaflet explaining plan. 

4. C. E. Week—Christian Endeavor Week, 
January 27 to February 3, 1918, observed 
in whole or part by society. Send 3c 
stamp for leaflet explaining plan. 

Loyalty Denominational C. E. program 
adopted or some denominational service 
rendered. At least 50c per active member 
given to the denominational Missionary 
Boards, 

6. Efficiency—Increase and efficiency cam- 
paign adopted, with chart on the wall of 
your C, E. room with at least 100 points 
attained on chart. Order chart ($1.50). 

. Fellowship— 

(a) Junior or Intermediate Society main- 
tained (5) 
(b) C. E, Pledge adopted as standard of 
membership; Pledge on wall of C. E. 
Room. Order a good wall pledge 
($1.60 or 85c) (5) 
(c) An annual report and contribution to 
the State C. E. Union (4) 
(d) At least two copies of the C. E. World 
and five copies of the Dixie Endeavor 
subscribed for by members of the 
society (5) 


NOTE—Certificates will be awarded all so- 
cieties reaching “Excellent” (80%) and “Su- 


bo 


on 
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perior” (100%) rating as soon as they make 
report to Karl Lehmann, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

NOTE—Societies can earn twenty addition- 
al points for each 100 points attained on 
Efficiency Chart and five additional points 
when they have both Junior and Intermediate 
societies, thus it is possible for a society to 
attain to a total of 145 points on these stand- 
ards, but societies cannot take any part of 
these additional points until they have the 
full 100 points shown here. Societies passing 
the 100 mark will receive a ribbon marked 
“With Distinction,” to be attached to their 
“Superior” certificate. 

As each ten points are earned, place a red 
seal over corresponding circle. 

A WORD OF EXPLANATION 

There is no conflict between these stand- 
ards as a careful investigation will reveal. 
In both of them, No. 5 of the Dixie Standards 
and No. 1 of the United Society Standards, 
provision is made for Denominational Stand- 
ards. Both allow 20% on the denominational 
standards. We Christians have accordingly 
adopted our standards. We hope every so- 
ciety will set out to meet our standards and 
then reach out to complete also either the 
United Society, or the Dixie Standards. Here 
are our own standards: 


Christian Endeavor Standards of the 


Christian Church 

Ten per cent, increase in membership. 

Ten cents per member for C. EK, Department 
af A, Ge. & 

Fifty cents per member for missions, 

Fifty per cent. average attendance at C. FE. 
prayer-meetings. 

Ten Quiet Hour Covenanters, 

Five Tenth Legioners. 

Two Life Work Recruits. 

Five C. E. Experts. 

Representative at 
Gathering. 

Representative at 
Convention. 


Denominational C. FE. 


State or District C. E. 


SOME EXPLANATIONS 


1. Take your membership on September 1, 
1917. Increase it by 10% before October 1, 
1918. 

2. Send ten cents for each to Rev. J. F. 
Burnett, Secretary, C. P. A. Building, Dayton, 
Ohio, for the Christian Endeavor Department 
of The American Christian Convention. Cer- 
tify that it is ten cents per member. This 
money will be used to pay our part of the 
salary and expenses of Mr. Hermon Eldredge, 
Secretary of Religious Education. 

3. Send fifty cents per member for mis- 
sions to Rev. Omer S. Thomas, Treasurer, 
Cc. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio, and say that 
it represents that sum for each member of 
the society. 

4. Have the secretary count the attend- 
ance at every C. E. prayer-meeting for the 
time of the standardization contest. At the 
end of the time, write to W. A. Harper, Sec- 
retary Elon College, N. C., what the per- 
centage has been. 

5. Get ten members to sign the Quiet Hour 
Covenant, using the cards to be supplied by 
William Shaw, Secretary, C. E. Building, 
Boston, Mass. 

6. Do the same with the Tenth Legion 
pledge. Only five are required however. 

7. Get two members to commit themselves 
to a life of definite Christian service, whether 
it be of the ministry, of foreign mission work, 
ort, m6. A. or ¥. W. GC. & werk, or ct B. 
work. They need not say what the work is 
to be, only that they will so consecrate their 
life, and go where the Spirit may lead. 


8. Organize a C. E. Expert class. Get 
Wells’ Expert Endeavor, price 25 cents in 


paper, 50 cents in cloth. Order of The Chris- 
tian Publishing Association, C. P. A. Building, 
Dayton, Ohio. Study the book. Write to W. 
A. Harper, Secretary, Elon College, N. C., for 
the examination. He will grade the papers, 
award the diplomas, and report the results 
to the United Society. Only five are required. 
9. Have a representative at some denomi- 
national gathering where Christian Endeavor 
is discussed. 
10. Have a 
District C. E. 


representative State or 


Convention. 


at a 


STILL FURTHER EXPLANATION 
Explanatory 


Any society attaining eight of these points 
will be rated “Excellent.” 

Any society attaining all 
points will be rated “Superior.” 

Any society organizing a new society be- 
fore October 1, 1918, will be rated “Super- 
Excellent” or “Super-Superior,” provided the 
other points also are attained in the contest. 


ten of these 


Our Goal 


One hundred societies entiled to rating and 
one hundred new societies organized by Octo- 
ber 1, 1918. ; 


Recognition 
Recognition will be given before the 1918 
session of The American Christian Conven- 
tion and proper certificates awarded for dis- 
play in the place of meeting. 
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Time Limit 


The work of standardization is to begin 
September 1, 1917, and close October 1, 1918. 

Get ready! Get rated! Report points attain- 
ed monthly to W. A. Harper, Secretary, Elon 
College, N. C. 

This is our biggest undertaking yet. God 
will bless us, if we work. Let us work. But 
first and always let us pray for the leader- 
ship of His Holy Spirit. 


Cc. E. ARMY OF UNIVERSAL PATRIOTIC 
SERVICE 
Special Enlistment Pledge, for the War, of 
Christian Endeavorers and Their Friends 


Believing that the present war puts a pe- 
culiar responsibility for larger and better 
service upon the Christians of America, and 
that it is possible for all to serve in some 
capacity, I will as a religious duty and for 
the sake of my country and fellow men, 
pledge myself to some or all of the following 
methods of universal service. 

(ices 1. As a soldier or sailor or in the hos- 
pital service, I will strive always to act asa 
Christian, loyal to God and country. 

....--2. I will during the coming year seek 
to increase in some measure the world’s food 
supply. 

oneal 3. By food economy and by wise thrift, 
i will strive to prevent needless waste, that 
others may have more. 


er 4. I will preserve so far as I may the 
fruits and produce of the soil for future use. 
......5. I will engage in some form of Red 
Cross relief work contributing money or 
making needed articles for those fighting our 
battles at the front. 
ape 6. I will endeavor by sympathy, prayer, 
personal correspondence and in other ways to 
help one or more of the men with the colors. 
anne 7. Realizing that there is especial need 
to keep the fires of religion burning brightly 
in these serious and critical days of war, I 
promise renewed allegiance to my Church and 
to the meetings and work of my Christian 
Endeavor society. 
at ete 8. I will strive to keep free from rancor 
and personal hate and when the war is over, 
I will do my utmost to promote the spirit 
of Christian fellowship between the denomi- 
nations and the races of our own country and 
among the nations of the world. 
Sign with (X) the items which you have 
adopted or will adopt as your own. 
These Slips 50, 15¢; 100, 25e; 500, $1.15; 1,000, 
2.25, from W. A. Harper, Sec., Elon 
College, N. C. 
Tear here. Keep this part. 


Mail this part to 
W. A. Harper, Sec., Elon College, N. C. 


eee ty ee re eee iy ee ee Te ee ee 
RID: . action cbs 0 665040 4056 60md4 848 CSA ORES 
IR Te See eee eT ee ET 
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Topic for January 27, 1918 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR GOALS 
Romans 12: 1-13 


The Scripture :— 


I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service. And be not conformed to this world: but 
be ye transformed by. the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good and acceptable, 
and perfect will of God. For I say, through the 
grace given unto me, to every man that is among 
you, not to think of himself more ‘highly than he 
ought to think; but to think soberly, according as 
God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 
For as we have many members in one body, and all 
members have not the same office; so we, being many, 
are one body in Christ, and every one members one 
of another. Having then gifts differing according 
to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, 
let us prophesy according to the portion of faith; 
or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he 
that teacheth on teaching; or he that exhorteth, on 
exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with sim- 
plicity ; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that shew- 
eth mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be without 
dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to 
that which is good. Be kindly affectioned one to 
another with brotherly love; in honour preferring 
one another; not slothful in business; fervent in 
spirit; serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope; patient 
in tribulation ; continuing instant in prayer; distrib- 
uting to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. 


The Leader :—Goals are ideals. We have 
set so many lofty goals in Christian En- 
deavor and seen them all reached that we 
have confidence in whatever our general offi- 
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cers set before us. We want to explain 
fully to-night the goals of the United So- 
ciety, and our own denomination (Of course, 
the goals should be displayed in the society’s 
meeting-place, and persons assigned to dis- 
cuss each item, with the reason and benefit 
thereof). I will explain our denominational 
standards, after we have heard from the 
other speakers (See all the standards in this 
issue). 

P. S. After the explanations are all in, 
have the society adopt again the various 
standards and get busy to realize their re- 
quirements. 





NOTES 


Rev. B. J. Earp has been pastor of a 
group of churches in the Virginia Valley 
Central Conference for three months now. 
Already two new Christian Endeavor So- 
cieties have been organized. “Like pastor, 
like people.” It is ever so. 

Mrs. J. F. Louderbach, Stanley, Va., is 
one of our anxious and earnest Christian 
Endeavor workers. She is hard to beat. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Rev. M. T. Morrill ~ - - 
Dayton, Ohio 





Secretary 


New leaflets printed for general circulation 
are as follows: “Thirty Years of Grace,” 
“Missionary Prayer Cycle,” “A Straight 
Tip About Homes,” “Wait Until the Next 
Century?” “Looking Ahead for Japan and 
Porto Rico,” “Romance and Reality.” We 
will soon have another leaflet giving sketches 
of the lives of our Japanese pastors and 
workers. 





“Anti-Japanese War Scare Stories” is a 
small book by Rev. Sidney L. Gulick, for 
many years a missionary in Japan, and for 
several years recently engaged, under the 
auspices of the Federal Council of Church- 
es of Christ and other organizations, in pro- 
moting an understanding between the Jap- 
anese and Americans. Mr. Gulick has been 
running down the many lies fabricated for 
various purposes by various parties, and is 
able to show how groundless are the fears 
of war between the two countries. We wish 
this book might have large circulation and 
be reprinted throughout the whole country. 
Of course it is not so sensational as the 
lies were, and will not make so good copy 
for that reason. 


REMINISCENCE AND ROMANCE 


36 MARINA ST., 
PONCE, Porto RIco, 
January 1, 1918. 


Three years ago to-day the friends in 
Troy, Ohio, met to bid me farewell and 
Godspeed in my new field of work; and I 
am just getting my things arranged in my 
new home. Four times in three years have 
I changed my residence. As I am able to do 
more and more in the work down here I found 
the burden of house-keeping a tax upon 
both time and strength, so I have stored my 
goods and am going to board with an Amer- 
ican family until school closes next June. 
The companionship of Americans, and good 
home cooking, and freedom from all house- 
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hold duties should give me a chance to make 
every moment count in our work. 

However, I enter upon the work of the 
new year with fear and trembling. In the 
selection of teachers in our Sunday-school 
I have been assigned to a class of young 
ladies, some of whom do not understand 
English, and at Canas I have the beginners’ 
class, none of whom know a single word in 
English. 

Two or three weeks ago Mr. Barrett in- 
vited me to go to Saint Isabel with him and 
Mr. and Mrs. Martinez. We went over 
house-hunting for the Martinezes. It seems 
to me that the greatest need in Porto Rico 
just now is a house for the worker sta- 
tioned there and a church for him to hold 
services in; and I trust that every boy and 
girl who attends the Christian Sunday- 
school will buy one or more blocks for this 
building fund. Somehow the grown-up peo- 
ple always want to wait until they can give 
a big amount; but the children, God bless 
them, are glad to give up some little pleas- 
ure so as to have a little money for mis- 
sions. If 12,000 children would each buy 
one cement block we could have the build- 
ing up in a little time. Miss Carrie Robi- 
son, a school-teacher in Pennsylvania, knits 
socks for the soldiers while she teaches 
school, and at night writes to the various 
young people’s societies for money for 
blocks for this church at Saint Isabel. Socks 
by day, blocks by night—surely she is doing 
all she can for the Master, and I know our 
boys and girls are going to respond to her 
call with the same enthusiasm that they 
did to my suggestion for post cards for our 
work in Porto Rico. I never thought there 
were as many post cards in the world as 
have been sent me. We have enough to sup- 
ply our workers not only in Ponce, but at 
all the other stations as well. 

The day after Christmas I went up to 
Aibonito for a week’s rest, returning home 
last night in time for watch services at our 
church. While at Aibonito I went up on the 
“Signal Stone,” from which we could see 
the Caribbean Sea on the south and the At- 
lantic Ocean on the north. In the days be- 
fore the telephone and the telegraph, the 
Spaniards used to signal from Ponce on the 
south to Morro Castle at San Juan when- 
ever sea pirates began to pillage the coast 
towns. 


I think I have written once or twice how 
the old sea robbers used to swoop down up- 
on a town and carry off everything of value, 
and then burn the buildings. There are a 
number of islands off the southern coast of 
Porto Rico where they used to bury their 
ill-gotten treasure, and so many people have 
met their death while digging for treasure 
upon one of these islands that it is thought 
to be the original Treasurer Island made 
famous by Louis Stevenson in his novel by 
that name. Most of the way in our drive 
to Saint Isabel we could see the blue waters 
of the sea, with this island showing in the 
distance. But whether it is Stevenson’s 
“Treasurer Island” or not, a number of sea 
fights took place off the coast of Saint Isa- 
bel, and the old people of that locality tell 
stories to their grandchildren about these 
sea pirates just as our grandparents in the 
States used to tell us, when I was a little 
girl, stories about the Indians. Once I men- 
tioned one of these stories in writing to a 
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friend, and she said her little boy had been 
greatly interested in missions ever since. 


I find the every-day conversation of mis- 
sionaries full of interest. Last week at 
Aibonito I met a missionary who had lived 
for five years in Ceylon, before coming to 
Porto Rico. I told him I had visited Ceylon 
and we began talking of the beauty of the 
island, and comparing the many points that 
Ceylon and Porto Rico had in common. I 
said I was thankful I was a missionary in 
Porto Rico where we did not have snakes; 
and the wife of the man laughed and said, 
“One morning while living in Ceylon, when 
I went to put on my shoe I felt something in 
it move, and turning the shoe upside down 
and shaking it, a viper dropped out.” I 
just thought I would not complain any more 
when I picked up a piece of paper to find 
a lizard scamper away. In fact, I count 
myself lucky to be living down here, espe- 
cially when I receive letters from home tell- 
ing how cold it has been. This is a land of 
perpetual sunshine, and the weather is de- 
lightful. Taking the three years all in all 
I have had a great deal of pleasure in Porto 
Rico and I trust that I have rendered some 
service to the Master. 

OLIVE G. WILLIAMS. 





HOME MISSIONS 


Rev. Omer S. Thomas - - Secretary 


Dayton, Ohio 





Our home mission church at Henderson, 
N. C., has raised over $17.00 per capita for 
its financial budget during the last year. 
Not many of our large churches do so well. 


Our challenge to every church leader is 
that they enlist every person in the work 
at this time of awful moment. We are fail- 
ing in our duty to God’s Kingdom if we do 
not to try to use every force He has placed 
in our hands. 


Men are thinking in terms of world 
brotherhood to-day as never before, the 
world is looking to America more than ever 
before, therefore America has a most stra- 
tegic place in this generation to make that 
world brotherhood Christian. 


Would you not be proud to think that the 
Christian Church had raised $365,000.00 for 
missions in one year? It could be done if 
every pastor were to get his people to set 
a minimum standard on a cent a day per 
member for that cause. 


The world is full of faults and mistakes 
in religion and government, but you and I 
have nowtime to be thinking of the other 
fellow’s mistakes in this time of greatest 
opportunity for construction. We must give 
to the future a building, not the debris of 
the material others failed to build aright. 


SPECIALS 


Are you big enough to have your life 
moved by the call of God to do His work 
in bringing His Kingdom into the world, or 
do«you have to have some incident that 
makes you cry a little move you to give to 
His missionary work? It is the selfishness 
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of wanting to feel that you have done the 
big share that is causing you to request all 
the time that your class or your church be 
given some special work to do. You are not 
willing that you shall just have a share in 
the whole enterprise with your name lost 
sight of and your money mixed with the 
rest. If you can idealize some little street 
arab and do for him so that he becomes a 


‘real man after a while how glad and satis- 


fied you feel with yourself. You have saved 
a@ man, one man to the world and to God, 
and pat yourself on the back for doing it. 
You are right and have the right to be proud 
of that achievement, but there are other 
thousands who cannot tell any sob story who 
are striving to make conditions of society 
such that there will never be any possibility 
of there being such stréet arabs. They are 
going through life just adding to the bulk 
of life, willing that movements and organ- 
izations may have all the glory, while they 
are content to just keep adding. They are 
the men and women who are seeing things 
in the big and losing themselves in God. 
Are you willing to so work and give and 
add that the Christian Church may really 
accomplish things as a church and be 
strengthened and respected for it? 


Sure, you want to sing a solo because you 
know that you are the best singer in the 
choir. But do you know I never heard a 
solo, even by the best singers I have ever 
heard, that thrilled me as a mighty chorus 
of hundreds of voices in harmony can do. 

Jesus saw a rich young ruler saddened by 
the duty He put up to him and accepted his 
probable refusal with a sad heart, but He 
wept most bitterly when He looked down on 
the city of His Father’s House and realized 
that she had turned from Him; He was 
wounded at heart when He knew that he 
had been betrayed by Judas, but the thought 
of the Jews and the world turning away and 
refusing Him made Him sweat blood in 
agony in the Garden of Gethsemane. It 
was a world call to the Master, may it not 
be the same to His Church? 





Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 


(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lucretia Craig Helfen- 
stein, Dayton, Ohio.) 


MITE BOXES 


Yes, new ones, with a new price on them 
—just like everything else these days. On 
account of the great advance in the cost of 
the boxes we must now ask that TEN cents 
per dozen be sent with your order to help 
pay for the boxes, and the postage for send- 
ing them to you. 

The Young People’s and the Cradle Roll 
mite boxes will still remain at five cents per 
dozen as long as the old stock lasts. Be 
sure to mention the kind of boxes wanted 
when you order. 





If you were wanting some apples, and a 
friend of yours who had apples should say 
to you, “I'll give you a bushel of apples, if 
you will come after them,” would you say 
to that friend, “I want the apples, and could 
come for them, but won’t you please bring 
them to me?” Do you see the point? Our 
Literature Department has some free liter- 
ature, but we ask you to “come after it” 
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with some postage stamps. Free does not 
mean postpaid. “Uncle Sam’ does not carry 
it free. Remember to send something for 
postage when ordering free literature. 





Have you seen the new Prayer Cycle? 
Send ten cents to the Literature Superin- 
tendent, Mrs. Emma S. Powers, 33 Gordon 
Ave., Dayton, Ohio, and secure copies 
enough of the Prayer Cycle, the Prayer 
Pennant, and the Intercessors’ Covenant to 
supply each member, and prospective mem- 
ber of your society. Mention the number 
when you order. 


LIFE MEMBERS IN THE WOMAN’S 
BOARD FOR HOME MISSIONS RE- 
CEIVED SINCE LAST REPORT 
Mrs. Lulu Brandon, Dayton, Ohio, 249 
Conover St. 

Mrs. Elma Kessler, Dayton, Ohio, 1135 
Home Avenue. 

Miss Nellie Snyder, Eaton, Ohio. 

Mrs. Alma Baker; Versailles, Ohio. 

Mrs. Stella Martin, Versailles, Ohio. 

Mrs. Margaret Elbecht, Piqua, Ohio., 530 
Wood Street. 

Mrs. Minnie Hensler, 928 N. Wood St., 
Piqua, Ohio. 

Mrs. Viola Gilbert, Warren, Indiana. 

Mrs. Belle Clark, Warren, Indiana. 

Mrs. Nora Riggs, 510 W. Stonghton St., 
Urbana, III. 

Mrs. Minnie Smith, 1208 W. Clark St., 
Urbana, IIl. 

Mrs. Abbie Mooman, 306 W. Nevada St., 
Urbana, IIl. 

Mrs. Sada Schoch, 306144 W. Nevada St., 
Urbana, III. 

Mrs. Jennie Hannah, 1209 W. University 
Ave., Urbana, III. 

Miss Anna Holloway, 306 S. Grove St., 
Urbana, III. 

EMILY K. BisnHop, President. 
Miss LUEMMA HEss, Secretary. 


WHY MOBILIZE OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 
FOR MISSIONS 


The meaning of the word mobilize is, to 
prepare for active service. 

A prayerful attempt will be made to en- 
list all of our young people for a great war 
—the prosecution of the King’s business. 

If our young people are to be our future 
missionaries and missionary workers we 
must train them while they are young. So 
the month of February has been designated 
as Mobilization Month. We want to get 
troops ready by organizing new societies 
and strengthen old societies by securing 
new members. I wish I could visit every 
church in its conference and organize a so- 
ciety where there isn’t any, but as that will 
be impossible I am going to ask you to coop- 
erate with me and pray that we may find 
leaders to feel the responsibility of the work 
and help organize new societies. 

We are in the last year of this quadren- 
nium and we want to make this the biggest 
year we have ever had. 


You know, young people, that we have a 
field all our own, just think of it! Our very 
own Santa Isabel is being cared for by us 
and now as we are expecting to erect a 
chapel there it makes our work more inter- 
esting. 

Do you want a block in that wall? Of 
course you do and I am going to give you 
an opportunity to buy one at twenty-five 
cents each, as I don’t want to miss a church 
in the conference. 
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We want to do big things and we can if 
we will go with God’s hand in ours. Let us 
mobilize our young people to win this world 
for Christ. 

Mary E. FROEBE, 
Y. P. Supt., Miami Ohio Conference. 





EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent, B. A., - - Secretary 
Providence, R. L 


NOTICE 





Annual Meeting of the Educational Board of 
The American Christian Convention 


The Educational Board of The American 
Christian Convention will meet in annual 
session at Elon College, N. C., Tuesday, 
January 22, 1918, at twelve o’clock, noon. 
All those desiring to present matters of busi- 
ness for the consideration of the Board will 
make such communications to the Secretary 
as below. 

W. G. SARGENT, 
Chairman of Board and Secretary 
of Educational Department. 

11 Rutland St., Providence, R. I. 

H. A. SmitH, Clerk of Board. 


THE McREYNOLDS MEMORIAL FUND 


The purpose to raise a $100,000 fund in 
memory of the late President Peter Wesley 
McReynolds will commend itself to the whole 
denomination. President McReynolds held 
the position of head of Defiance College for 
fifteen years, 1902-1917. During that time 
the student body increased from thirty-three 
to 482. The faculty grew from five to 
twenty-five. The single building in 1902 was 
surrounded by five others, large and splen- 
didly equipped at the time of his tragic 
death. In 1902 the endowment was $12,000, 
which money he had collected, largely, we 
think, from churches where he had labored 
previously. It is now $370,000. Then its 
total resources were approximately $35,000. 
They now amount to over $600,000. What 
President McReynolds would have accom- 
plished with his immense resource of power 
had he lived to be the president of Defiance 
for another fifteen years, we cannot surmise. 
The thing of moment is—this work must go 
on. If one man could give his life for so 
worthy a work, the Church for which he 
labored may well provide the financial back- 
ing for the continuance of the task on a 
scale commensurate with the large possibil- 
ities that lie before it. All success to the 
$100,000 McReynolds Memorial Fund. 


EVANGELISM IN OUR COLLEGES 


The Joint Committee on Evangelism, rep- 
resenting the Council of Church Boards, the 
Student Young Men’s Christian Associations 
of North America, The Student Young 
Women’s Christian Associations of the Unit- 
ed States and the Student Volunteer Move- 
ment has outlined a plan for evangelism 
in our colleges that is worthy of the closest 
study. Space will not permit even an out- 
line of the plans suggested. The conditions 
conducive to an effective evangelistic cam- 
paign are worthy of noting in detail. 

A vital program of religious work is a 
prerequisite to an evangelistic campaign, 
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and the Christian leadership should be com- 
mitted to this program. Such a program 
should include emphasis throughout the en- 
tire year on Bible study, including as large a 
number of students as possible. It should 
include stimulation of prayer on the part 
of all Christian students and the training of 
a large number of students in the work of 
personal evangelism. All plans should be 
conceived in the spirit of harmony and with 
earnest prayer. Nothing should be done 
without a seeking of the guidance of God in 
all details. If workers are not in harmony 
as to methods no plans should be forced 
through by a bare majority vote. 

I. Unity of conviction on the part of stu- 
dent Christian leaders, pastors of local 
churches, and representatives from the 
faculty on the following objectives of the 
campaign. ° 
1. To lead students to allegiance to and 

open confession of Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord. 

2. To reach the entire student body of 
each institution with a vital interpre- 
tation of Christian fundamentals. 

3. To deepen the spiritual life of Chris- 
tian students and to develop a con- 
tinuous Christian life on the campus. 

4. To influence every student to unite 
with the church of his choice and to 
enlist his active interest and partici- 
pation in its life and worship. 

5. To challenge students to the creation 
of a Christian social order and to 
recognize and promote that order in 
the world program of Christianity. 

6. To recruit students for distinctive 
Christian callings, with special refer- 
ence to the immediate needs of our 
times. 


In order to accomplish these results in 
each student generation, a continuous and 
comprehensive program of evangelism 
should be undertaken. In these successive 
years a fourfold message should be present- 
ed, stressing in different years: (1) Funda- 
mentals of Christian faith; (2) Christianity 
and campus problems; (3) Christianization 
of the social order; (4) the world program 
of Christianity. 


THE SMALL COLLEGES 


The closing, even temporarily, of Palmer 
College at Albany, Mo., is to be sincerely 
regretted. That school has a long record of 
usefulness. When recently reopened—after 
having held no sessions for some years— 
it was with bright prospects of continued 
and permanent success. The war’s calling 
of so many young people from the student 
body to military life, or to undertakings re- 
lating to it, has changed those promising 
conditions, however. In common with many 
other schools, large and small, Palmer Col- 
lege finds it necessary to close its doors un- 
til peace shall restore times of peace. 

Half a dozen small colleges, each with 
years of splendid service in fitting the young 
life of this region for the great work of the 
world, stand within the shadow of St. 
Joseph. This city contains graduates of 
each in its business and professional life. 
They are helping to make the community 
and State undertakings more successful 
than such concerns could be without their 
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aid. It is with real concern, therefore, that 
St. Joseph and the region round about watch 
the welfare of these schools. It is to be 
hoped that the unusual stress of the times 
may bring no more than temporary cessa- 
tion of the work and the growth of any. 
Their efforts and their influence are too 
valuable to be spared from the development 
plans of to-day and the future—FEditorial 
From the St. Joseph Gazette, Jan. 8, 1918. 


WAR ACTIVITY AFFECTS PALMER 
COLLEGE 


The abnormai conditions under which we 
have been laboring for the past year has 
precipitated a situation of serious embar- 
rassment. At a meeting of the Executive 
Board, on December 25, the President was 
authorized to call a meeting of the Board 
of Trustees for January 3, to consider the 
advisability of trying to continue the school 
to the close of the year under existing con- 
ditions. The Board met on that date and 
after going over the situation carefully, de- 
cided to discontinue the literary classes at 
the close of the semester and release the 
teachers in these departments, but to con- 
tinue the College of Fine Arts and the com- 
mercial courses. The Music and Expression 
will be continued in Kansas Hall through 
the remainder of the year and the Commer- 
cial classes will continue in rooms fitted for 
the purpose over the Bank of Albany. Ar- 
rangements were made for safeguarding our 
interests in the property and also for the 
care of the buildings and grounds and equip- 
ment during the period of suspension. It 
was the unanimous opinion of the Board 
that this need not be permanent, but only 
temporary, until such time as conditions 
should again assume a normal course. 


This step was made necessary in order 
to safeguard the future of the school. It 
was found that to continue the school to 
the end of the year meant a deficit of from 
$5,000 to $6,000, with no bank willing to 
carry the burden, under existing threatening 
conditions. By closing now, the school saves 
this amount, and leaves it in position to get 
on its feet when the war is over. The un- 
usual conditions were brought about by sev- 
eral contributing factors; among them may 
be named, an unusual small number of stu- 
dents in attendance, the constant drain on 
this small number by war draft, etc., an in- 
difference on the part of the churches and 
‘pastors of the Western Christian Conven- 
tion. The coal famine and the abnormal 
prices that must be paid for everything 
consumed, the increased budget for current 
expenses, made necessary in larger teacher’s 
salaries, over previous years, and in general, 
a preoccupied public mind, over war prob- 
lems and the questions incident thereto. 


On the twelfth of October, 1916, our reg- 
istration cards showed an income of over 
$5,000 for tuition, etc., while on the same 
date in 1917 the records showed a little less 
than $2,700, while under the $5,000 program 
the operating expenses were fullv one-third 
less than under the $2,700 program. 

We are all pained to know that such a 
step had to be taken. This is especially so, 
when we remember that the bank deposits 
of the constituency of the school are from 
twenty-five to fifty per cent. heavier than 
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at any previous time in the history of the 
school. The institution is not bankrupt, but 
has assets and resources, property and 
equipment in excess of any previous years, 
and yet because of the shrinkage of the 
purchasing power of the dollar and other 
abnormal conditions, it could not continue 
on the basis of its present income. I have 
given it seven years of the best of my life, 
and the best that I had. I regret more than 
human speech can convey that this step is 
necessary, but I have done my best to 


avoid it. E. A. WATKINS, President. 
FRANKLINTON CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
(Monthly Report) 

Dec. 1917 
1. Balance on hand as reported ............ $126.12 
4. First Christian Church, Huntington Ind... 14.65 
4. The Francis Asbury Palmer Fund ....... 100.00 
5. Waterford Christian Church, Indiana.... 1.00 
eee eee errr 25.00 
Ba ee Be ila ie. adden che cuecestnsaeces 10.00 
6. O. S. Thomas, from W. H. M. B. ...... 37.87 
7. Church of the Evangel, Brooklyn, N. Y... 5.00 
14. Rockland, R. I., Chris. S. S., by W. H. 

PE b.6i. conesseecnecant canelened an gee 2.00 





17. Brownells Corners S. S., Westport, by 
Me RR a 2.00 
18. East Freetown Chris. S. S., by W. H. 
I hand ont. dn 0s cen bab da dedabcends 1.00. 
18. O. G. Vickroy, Redlands, Cal. .......... 10.00 
18. Emanuel Class, S. S., Irvington, N. J.... 5.00 
24. Bogle St., Christian Ch., Fall River, Mass., 
TP Wa Be NE 0 0 nds ctv ncetWicgusanéce 5.00 
31. Christian S. S., Swansea, Mass., by W. H. 
DE n.on.chs dwscendcvcedécndsnsadeases 1.00 
TNE, nctcc tae sd cuuedtciweres Mneeedadee $349.64 
OUD a. 0 dink od cc ve dec gentncoseéinddadens 123.10 
Fin 4, TERR, TD ccc cticnccncesacenséens $226.54 


JOHN BLoop, Treasurer. 
Riegelsville, N. J. 


ELON COLLEGE NOTES 


ELON COLLEGE, N. C. 
January 12, 1918. 

Bishop James Atkins, Waynesville, N. C., 
has accepted the invitation of the College 
to give the Bacculaureate Sermon on Sun- 
day, May 26th, 1918. In accepting the in- 
vitation, Bishop Atkins said he was glad 
to have the opportunity to know at first 
hand the life and work of the College here. 
He is a great churchman and a great Chris- 
tian, and his message here will be antici- 
pated very pleasantly. 


Word has just reached the Hill that the 
Board of Education of the American Chris- 
tian Convention is to hold its annual meet- 
ing here beginning January 22d. This 
Board has under its control all the colleges 
and educational institutions of the Christian 
Church in the United States and Canada. 
It will be in session for several days. Its 
members are: Rev. William G. Sargent, 
Providence, R. I.; Rev. W. T. Walters, Win- 
chester, Va.; Rev. Hugh A. Smith, West 
Milton, Ohio; Rev. John MacCalman, Lake- 
mont, N. Y.; and Rev. John A. Stover, Dan- 
ville, Il. 

The mid-year examinations begin Monday 
and will be concluded on Tuesday the 22d. 


The College has opened since Christmas 
with a larger attendance than was antici- 
pated. To date seventeen new students have 
entered since the Christmas holidays, and 
in spite of the fact that many of the Elon 
students have gone to the Colors since the 
opening in September, things are normal 
and the work is regular in all respects. 
There is special interest in the Military 
Instruction and Drill classes. A uniform 
has been adopted by those pursuing these 
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courses resembling the regular uniform 
and distinguished from it by a band around 
the hat in the College colors, maroon and 
old gold. “Ast 


BOOK BY FORMER LEWISTON PASTOR 


Maine people will be pleased to know that 
a new book from the pen of Martyn Sum- 
merbell, D. D., has just appeared. Dr. Sum- 
merbell, for quite a number of years pastor 
of the Main Street Baptist church, Lewis- 
ton, is now in the State of New York, where 
he is State Superintendent of rural and 
family religion of the Y. P. S. C. E. 

“Christian Home Training,” is the title of 
the book and the theme is treated in its vari- 
ous phases in the six sermons of which it 
is made up. It is practical, straightforward 
Christianity, such as Lewiston people well 
remember as characteristic of Dr. Summer- 
bell, but it is brightened with apt illustra- 
tion and touched with imagination. Direct, 
pithy, heart-to-heart talks that appeal to 
heart and mind are these. 

In the first talk Dr. Summerbell presents 
the “Need of Real Religion.” It contains a 
vivid comparison of the Oriental, the man to 
whom we send missionaries, and the Occi- 
dental. “Your man of the East is disposed 
to have an overplus of religion of the wrong 
kind; while your man of the West, if he has 
anything the matter with his religion, it is 
because he does not have religion enough of 
the right kind,” and the writer shows how 
many of the ills of our national and civic 
life are due to paucity of religion. 

Dr. Summerbell has something to say of 
the causes of religious declension, which is 
so often remarked upon. Chief among them 
is the*breaking up of the foundations of re- 
ligious belief. He says, “Now when it was 
noticed recently that some of the side walls 
of a great English cathedral were giving 
way, the canons of the chapter set about a 
restoration. They excavated under the walls 
and replaced the weakened mortar and the 
loose cobblestones with solid concrete. But 
before they began excavating, they set firm 
braces under the main wall. But our theo- 
logian excavators, or rather, some of them, 
in their zeal for something novel, have been 
digging about without taking preliminary 
precautions for the protection of established 
beliefs. They have applied the shovels of 
criticism under our most cherished opinions, 
but left the stability of the structure to take 
care of itself.” 

The greatest safeguard he believes to be 
in the home and he deplores, now and again, 
the tendency to postpone marriage until late 
in life with the consequent lack of home 
making and family raising and the substitu- 
tion of the hotel and boarding house for 
normal, healthy family life. He makes an 
eloquent plea for the revival of the home, 
more particularly the Christian home. “That 
is the forward move that the Church of 
Christ most needs to-day. Revive the home, 
Christianize the home, convert the homes of 
the nation so that each becomes the center 
of Christian teaching and of faithful Chris- 
tian living; so that every child born into our 
communities is born into the Christian at- 
mosphere, without knowing any other, ex- 
cept as he learns it at a distance and by 
hearsay, and we shall have a renewed so- 
cial order.” 

He claims the home as the right place for 
Christian instruction and the last sermon of 
the group is filled with practical suggestions 
for carrying it out. 

The bodk is from The Christian Publish- 
ing Association, Dayton, Ohio. 75c per copy, 
postpaid. 
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NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


Lynn, Mass., Jan. 10—The outlook here 
for 1918 is encouraging. The young people 
are doing good work. Two of our newest 
and youngest members have taken up the 


Junior Christian Endeavor work, and it 
seems it is to be a wide-awake society in our 
church life. The Sunday-school is slowly, 
but surely, increasing in membership. We 
had one of the best Christmas concerts this 
year we have had for a long time under the 
supervision of the superintendent of our 
primary department. Our Invincible Class, 
consisting of young people, has made a 
definite pledge to the church. Everything 
considered, we have much to be thankful for. 





Woodstock, Vt.—As per enclosed paper: 


The first Christmas Eve party held by the Commu- 
nity Christian church proved a decided success. Over 
one hundred children of the Sunday-school took part 
in the entertainment. Presents were given out to 
every child and many of the parents also received 
souvenirs of the occasions. The decorations, consist- 
ing of flags, buntings, and patriotic emblems, pro- 
duced a very beautiful effect. Practically every mem- 
ber of the community was present. 

Miss Sofia Land was chairman of the committee in 
charge of the affair. Other members of the commit- 
tee were: Carl Corning, Miss Sadie Abbott, Miss 
Bertha McGee, and Miss Van Aukan. 

A feature of the evening was the presentation of 
a beautiful set of silver ware to the pastor, Rev. 
C. H. Baldwin, by the community. 

The part of Santa Claus was very we'l nlayed for 
the benefit of the children by Celand B. Clark whose 
wife impersonated Santa Claus’ wife. Every boy and 
girl received a Christmas letter from Carl D. Corning, 
who acted as mail carrier. 

The party opened with a welcome by Miss Minerva 
Elliott, followed by a dialogue entitled, “The Story 
of Bethlehem,” by the Misses Hildreth Burke and 
Doris Wagner. Greetings were extended by Miss 
Gladys Wilson and a Christmas song was offered by 


Miss Olive Ayer. “My Dream,” a recitation, was 
next given by Miss Gladys Follansbee, followed by “A 
Teddy Bear,” another recitation by Miss Marian 
Burke. After the presentation of a recitation entitled, 


“The Beautiful Story,” by Miss Florence Wagner, 
“Holy Night,”’ a song, was offered by a quartet con- 
sisting of the Misses Doris Wagner, Florence Wagner, 
Margaret Schricker, and Hildreth Burke. 

This was followed by “For Jesus,” a recitation by 
Miss Helen Wilson. ‘Come, Gentle Shepherd,” was 
the next, recited by Miss Vivian Dunton. The climax 
was reached when an exercise entitled, “The Prettiest 
Tree,” was given by the Misses Dorothy Arthur, 
Maxime Ferguson, Marion Burke, and Virginia Curtis. 


Manchester, N. H.— 


Fifteen people were baptized at the Community 
Christian church, yesterday morning, January 6, by 
Rev. C. H. Baldwin, which is the largest number 
taken into the church at one time, with the excep- 
tion of about seven months ago, when forty-eight 
were baptized. This was not due to special meetings, 
but to community plans. Among the fifteen there 
were five couples, also a woman of seventy headed 





the line, and a child of eight was at the end. It was 
a most impressive service. 
Haverhill, Mass.—Special evangelistic 


meetings are being held in the old South 
church this week of January 7-138, and pxob- 
ably longer. Let us pray for the success 
of these meetings. 





Woodstock, Vt., Jan. 7—At the regular 
Christian Endeavor consecration meeting, 
Sunday evening, January 6, a service flag, 
four by six feet, with seven stars, was hung 
in the chapel, in honor of the boys who have 
gone out from the organizations of the 
church, at the call of their country. <A short 
but appropriate service followed. About 
sixty people gathered to partake in the occa- 
sion, and remained to the installation service 
for the new Christian Endeavor officers, 
which followed. The evening’s program 
closed with a very impressive consecration 
meeting, many expressing a desire to be 
more faithful in the work of the church 
the coming year. Our pastor has officiated 
at sixteen weddings and twenty-six funerals 
during the year 1917. Our Sunday-school 
sent $32.25 to the Armenian relief fund. 
—Mrs. FRANK W. BRADLEY. 
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“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightmess of the firmament; 
and they that turn many te righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 


ILLINOIS 


Louisville, Jan. 8—Meeting closed Sun- 
day night with a big crowd and splendid 
service. Bro. Early surely did fine work 
and the Bible study was enjoyed by all who 
attended. The Sunday-school is in fine shape, 
but we regret losing Bro. O’Dell and fam- 
ily. The Christian Endeavor is progressing 
nicely, since we have a goal. Last Sunday was 
consecration meeting—two applications for 
membership were received, also $1.45 in 
dues. We are looking for a harvest from 
the careful sowing of this meeting.—MRs. 
N. G. Woop, Church Clerk. 


INDIANA 


Kokomo, Jan. 8—Rev. O. C. Holloway, of 
Farrville Christian church, is a model Sun- 
day-school superintendent, and capable in 
every particular for a larger work than the 
confines of his immediate church affords. 
For information of my many friendsI may be 
permitted to state that I am present pastor 
of following churches: Burrows, New Beth- 
el, and Sand Bank. Revs. McClain, Wear- 
ly, Thomas, and Mrs. McClain met recent- 
ly and formulated an excellent program for 
joint convention of Northwestern Indiana 
Conference, which convenes March 19 at 
Crooked Creek. Rev. E. D. Gilbert, pastor 
of our church in Warren, was a recent vis- 
itor to our “study.” Rev. B. A. Kaufman, 
present pastor Harrison Street church, this 
city, is planning wisely and working effect- 
ively for the enlargement of the church’s 
interests. He has likewise under influence 
of brethren Hatton and Loring begun the 
rejuvenation of our church at Darrow 
Chapel just beyond the city limits. Rev. J. 
E. Featherstone with his fine executive abil- 
ity, is leading his churches to prominence 
and great usefulness. “One loving spirit 
sets another on fire.” This is true of Rev. 
Harley Walker, pastor of Twelve Mile. Rev. 
A. M. Thomas succeeded so well in his pas- 
torate at Young America that he has an 
indefinite tenure with that people. Rev. 
Wearly is absolutely indispensable to the 
good people of Hickory Grove and Majeni- 
ca. Rev. C. E. McCoy, president of his con- 
ference, and pastor of two churches, sets the 
pace for his brethren in every good word 
and work. Rev. D. A. Cook, our successor 
at Farrville, is accomplishing a great work 
there. All in all our preachers are doing 
their best to bring the churches up to a high 
state of efficiency in the Master’s service. 
No more loyal and capable set of men exist 
than those in Christian Church; their work 
will increase and expand as they learn to 
be prompt in taking all the “collections,” 
sprinkling, pouring, and immersing candi- 
dates for baptism. An infallible rule; try 
it and be convinced.—R. H. Gort. 


IOWA 


Madrid—The Christian church of Madrid 
is prospering. We are nearing the comple- 
tion of remodeling the church at an approxi- 
mate expense of $4,000.00. The improve- 
ments without, with the modern conveni- 
ences and beautiful appearance within, are 
a splendid commendation to the devotion and 
enterprise of such an excellent congregation. 
During the past year our Missionary So- 
ciety paid $100 for the maintenance of Mr. 
Matsumoto, a theological student in Japan, 
in addition to the regular church offerings 
for denominational purposes. We use the 
Duplex envelope system with the every- 
member canvass and weekly offering plan 
for all church work. We have a missionary 
department in our Sunday-school with a five 
minute missionary period each Sunday. Our 
church has met all requirements, and will 
continue to do so, as a “Standard Mission- 
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ary church.” Our Christian Endeavor is a 
thriving society. The society sent a “Christ- 
mas box” to the Garmans and have pledged 
a $10.00 share in the Garman home in Tok- 
yo. All our programs are fine, but our mis- 
sionary programs are “par excellence.” Our 
Sunday-school is continuing its good work 
in every department. A number of classes 
sent offerings at Christmas time to the 
Army Y. M. C. A., instead of spending the 
money for themselves. The Ladies’ Aid So- 
ciety is certainly a noble band of faithful 
workers. They entertained the Southwest- 
ern Conference, which met in our church, 
have pledged and paid a large amount to- 
ward church repairs, in addition to the 
$10.00 per month regularly paid into the 
church treasury. Our weekly prayer and 
Bible study meetings are an inspiration to 
our devotional life. We study the Bible by 
topics, characters, and books. People are 
interested in the Book of books. Dr. Cooper 
came to us in November and held a three- 
weeks’ evangelistic meeting. He is an earn- 
est, plain, forceful Bible preacher. He gave 
the best service of which he was capable. 
There are no objectionable features about 
Dr. Cooper’s method of evangelistic services. 
He does not play tricks on an audience. His 
work is clean cut, his appeal earnest and 
direct. I consider him a safe man for our 
churches to engage as an evangelist. There 
were eight adults who came forward, six of 
whom united with the church. While re- 
sults in additions were not what we had 
hoped for, the meeting was helpful to our 
church. We commend Dr. Cooper to all. 
At the beginning of our fourth year of serv- 
ice the Official Board of the church met 
without the presence of the pastor and voted 
to increase his salary $200 per year. The 
increase is greatly appreciated, but far more 
than that do we esteem the spirit of good- 
will prompting the action. We have been 
the recipients of many presents during our 
pastorate here, and at Christmas in addi- 
tion to personal remembrances we received 
by special delivery a Christmas greeting 
sent by “the officers of the Christian church, 
representing, and speaking at the request 
of the membership,” a part of which reads: 
“May we take this opportunity to again ex- 
press to both of you our Christian love, our 
deep appreciation of your work and your 
influence, and our respect and confidence in 
you.” We have only good words for the 
church and congregation at Madrid. We 
pray for wisdom and power to direct the 
work successfully.—F. E. ROCKWELL. 


Orient—The Hill of Zion church had 
planned to have its annual protracted meet- 
ing in December, but was not able so to do. 
We had hoped to secure Bro. R. A. Lewis 
for our evangelist, but he was not able to 
come then, and may not be able to be with 
us at all this winter. I am praying that 
if the Lord has in mind some one to help we 
may be directed to him. In speaking te my 
Bible class one morning after we had 
learned that Bro. Lewis might not be able 
to come to us, I said if each one would seek 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit, we would 
not need any special evangelist. I believe 
any church whose membership gives the 
Holy Spirit the right of way will have a 
revival though it may not be able to secure 
a special evangelist. One thing is sure, the 
church that depends upon the evangelist for 
a revival, will meet with disappointment in 
the end. I believe in God-sent evangelists, 


but the God-sent evangelist views with 
heaviness of heart any indication that the 
church he is helping is depending on him 
for a revival. Oh,that we might all fully real- 
ize the true source of all real revivals. In 
my own life I am hungering for pentecostal 
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power—“fanaticism?”—no, no, but a power 
to speak in Jesus’ name in such a way that 
God’s own dear children will catch the soul- 
hunger and cry mightily unto Him for the 
anointing for service. “The promise is un- 
to us,” brethren. Oh, how we, who are the 
message bearers, need to rely on the power 
that will arrest men’s attention, as we pro- 
claim the gospel! How the whole Church 
needs to know by experience the power of 
Pentecost. Well, this is digressing from 
field note privileges, so pardon me, Mr. Ed- 
itor. During vacation we had the privilege 
of having in our home Miss Kiyo Sasaki, 
the Japanese student from Palmer College. 
On Sabbath evening, December 23, she and 
our daughter carried out a program they 
had arranged and Miss Kiyo was the speak- 
er of the evening. She also gave piano 
solos, and sang in Japanese language, 
“Nearer, My God, to Thee.” She sang in 
English, “Beautiful Japan.” All her efforts 
of the evening were well received, and the 
very large congregation went away feeling 
that the meeting had been a blessing. At 
the close of the meeting an offering was 
taken for her amounting to $14.32. Our 
son and family spent a part of their holiday 
vacation with us and he preached both 
morning and evening, December 30. By re- 
quest, on Sabbath morning he gave his ser- 
mon on “Thanksgiving in War times,” and 
in the evening his subject was “Meeting 
God in Judgment.” Both sermons were well 
received.—D. M. HELFENSTEIN. 


KANSAS 


Elm City, Jan. 8—Our work at this place 
is moving along nicely under the pastorate 
of Rev. S. M. Milholland. The Sunday- 
school and Christian Endeavor work are 
inspiring and helpful, also our mid-week 
prayer-meeting, in which we study the Sun- 
day-school lesson for coming Sunday. We 
observed the week of prayer with good re- 
sults. Bro. Milholland recently held a series 
of meetings with his other charge, the 
Pleasant Valley church. He made the High- 
land church a visit and gave them services 
the fourth Sunday in December. He goes 
to-day to assist Rev. Winter in a meeting at 
Maple City. Mrs. Milholland and the writ- 
er attended the evangelistic quarterly, De- 
cember 28-31 at Maple City. This was ar- 
ranged for Otto, but health conditions made 
it necessary to move to Maple City, only 
four miles away. The inspiration of the 
services and the kindly hospitality of people 
repaid us amply for the effort and expense 
of the trip. We are arranging for our meet- 
ing here in the near future. At a meeting 
of Executive Board of conference shortly 
after the annual session, license was grant- 
ed Mrs. Victoria Lynn Milholland, and she 
is proving herself useful in the work, having 
filled her husband’s place here once and also 
filled the stand at Maple City in absence of 
their pastor. As we had no special Christ- 
mas program at Elm, Mrs. Milholland read 
Dickens’ Christmas Carol to a large, atten- 
tive, and appreciative audience. On New 
Year’s eve the community gathered at the 
pastor’s home to show their appreciation by 
giving them a genuine surprise and pound 
party, which consisted of meat, lard, butter, 
eggs, coffee, and many other useful supplies. 
Mrs. Milholland entertained the company by 
delivering a group of readings that were 
greatly enjoyed. The pastor’s part on the 
program was serving the guests with good 
eating apples. We note with pleasure the 
letter from Rev. R. Lee Kirkland in HERALD 
of January 3. We remember the short but 
pleasant visit of Rev. Kirkland and wife 
—— two years ago.JENNIE WAUGH, 
Clerk. 


NEW YORK 


South Westerlo—The extremely cold 
weather experienced in this section has in- 
terfered with our work somewhat during 
December. Thermometer has registered 
from zero to thirty-three below much of the 
time, hence congregations have been small. 
We have held all our morning services, but 
have called in a few evening services. The 


members and friends remembered the pastor 
and his family in a substantial way at 
Christmas. A barrel of flour, some fresh 
pork, butter, sugar, and other things were 
brought to the parsonage. We appreciate 
these kind remembrances because of their in- 
trinsic value and the spirit that prompted 
them. Sunday; January 6th, was the time 
for our annual roll-call and church meet- 
ing. Good reports were made from the sev- 
eral departments. Our financial report was 
the best for several years. Three members 
were received into the church at this meet- 
ing, making four recently received. Two 
others were intending to unite with the 
church at the same service, but could not 
be present on account of the intense cold 
and snowdrifts. We held two weeks of 
special meetings in October, conducted by 
Rev. A. B. Kendall, of Ravena, N. Y. But 
little visible results from the services could 
be seen at the time, but we feel that the 
gospel truths preached are bringing forth 
fruit and will continue to do. Our Sun- 
day-school has included the general mission 
books for 1918 in the purchase of its liter- 
ature for the year.—R. H. PEEL. 


OHIO 


Stelvideo, December 29—Our revival 
was a success; eleven precious. souls 
were added to the church. The Spirit 
of God was with us in the services. Rev. 
E. O. Oren, our pastor, surely gave us some- 
thing to think about and remember. Sin 
was surely given a hard blow with every 
one of his sermons. We had good attend- 
ance and splendid order.—ESTELLA BREWER, 
Greenville. 


Vinton, Jan. 10—During a _ two-weeks 
meeting held at the Christian church at 
Morgan Center by Rev. G. F. McCoy, there 
was much good done throughout the neigh- 
borhood. There were two conversions and 
three renewed their faith in Christ and a 
great revival of God’s Spirit among the 
Christian people. An old trouble was settled 
between three brothers and they embraced 
each other in their arms and were made to 
rejoice together in a Savior’s love, as had 

n in years gone by. We were also very 
thankful for the assistance of Sister Chap- 
pell, of Graham’s Chapel, Athens County, 
who so kindly assisted with the organ and 
singing for a few days. May God bless her. 
—Mrs. CARRIE E. WHITE, Church Clerk. 


Troy, Jan. 8—The Troy Daily Times, of 
January 7, referring to the work of Dr. 
Etter and the Christian church, says: 


While the weather conditions permitted only a fair 
attendance in the school, it was noticeable that nearly 
every member of the orchestra was present. A num- 
ber of the classes combined for lesson study. 

The pastor announced that he would give a number 
of sermon studies from the book of Mark, although 
they would not necessarily be given consecutively. 
The first of these was given Sunday morning. The 
theme was, “Christ’s Eulogy of John.” 

“Inspired of God, John built a highway for Chris- 
tian civilization. Having received his orders, he did 
his work well and without fear or favor. Christ not 
only commended and encouraged him, but he eulogized 
him as well. Up to that period in the history of man, 
He said, there had not arisen a greater mai thar 
John. As John stood thus at the head of a new era, 
it would seem that the world is to-day being prepared 
for a new message from Christ and a keener inter- 
pretation of His gospel. Surely new highways are 
being thrown up and the multitudes will never again 
travel in the old paths when the new way is finished. 

“He said he was only a voice, yet it was the voice 
of God’s wrath and justice in degenerate age. Johr. 
had a fall out with the shallow formalities and the 
religious pretensions of his age. The man’s message 
was crystal clear and it was backed by a life and 
character that were ever above reproach.” 

At the close of the morning service two persons 
were received by letter, Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Lind- 
ley. 

The communion was observed and an offering was 
taken for ministerial relief. 

The choir number was, “He Was Despised.” 


New Palestine—We had rather exnected 
to see some field note from the clerk or some 
member of this church at the close of our 
very interesting and helpful meeting. Be- 
cause of sickness and shortage in fuel we 
were not permitted to continue the meetings 
more than two weeks. Rev. William A. 
Freeman, of Covington, Ohio, was with us 
as the evangelist and as usual for him, he 
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preached the truth in a way that all might 
understand. During the services he was 
called from us by the death of his brother- 
in-law, in which he had the deepest sym- 
pathy of the church. Bad weather closed 
our services very abruptly, but the visible 
result was seven accepting Christ as their 
Savior and uniting with the church. The 
church and community was terribly shocked 
on the evening of the 21st by the news which 
came to us of the sudden death of 2d Lieu- 
tenant Robert Lee Smith of the 104 U. S. E. 
in Camp McClelland, Ala. Robert was home 
with his parents on a ten days’ furlough for 
Thanksgiving, was in the services both 
morning and evening on the following Sab- 
bath, looking fine, and enjoying every mo- 
ment of his furlough home. On Wednes- 
day, the 26th, we laid him tenderly away 
with all honors due such a bright, Christ- 
like young man, to await the great trumpet 
call to come forth. The reporter for the 
Sidney, Ohio, papers estimated the congre- 
gation to be at least one thousand people 
that came to the funeral of one of whom all 
lips said, “Robert was a fine young man.” 
In connection with the poem, “Crossing the 
Bar,” we used for our text, John 15:13. 
Thus we begin to feel the pang of sorrow 
from the “World’s great war.” Our church, 
White Chapel, in E. I. C. C. is doing splen- 
didly; the church shows yet of the power 
received in the revival last winter: we are 
planning for our services to begin early in 
February. The young people have recently 
installed a fine Baldwin piano. and they 
are singing more beautifully than ever, such 
beautiful hymns as are based upon John 
3:16. Pray for us that we may continue at 
His feet and learn of Him.—D. R. Lusk, 
Pastor. 


Phoneton, Jan. 4—It has been some time 
since I last wrote for this department, but 
my silence must not be understood to mean 
lack of interest, or inactivity, for Mrs. Hook 
and I have just returned from Pt. Isabel, 
Clermont County, where we spent the past 
two weeks in protracted meetings. We had 
planned to begin on the 9th of December, 
but the severe winter and deep snow made 
it necessary to postpone it for a week. We 
just recently returned to Ohio, to escape 
the severe winters of Iowa, and strange to 
say, we encountered the worst snow bDliz- 
zard we ever saw, as we went out from Cin- 
cinnati to Felicity, on the afternoon of Dec. 
8th. That is to say, we started on the 8th, 
leaving Cincinnati about 2 p. m., but our 
car was stranded in a snowdrift and we 
didn’t reach Felicity (a distance of — 
miles) until Sunday, 3 p. m. Fortunately 
we had fuel enough to keep the car fairly 
comfortable, and a box of bread, consigned 
to a groceryman of Felicity, furnished (with 
a can of molasses carried by a passenger) 
food for the unlucky number of thirteen 
people who constituted the crowd. However, 
it was not a lost opportunity, for we had a 
real old-fashioned camp-meeting time, with 
much praise, Scripture reading, prayer, and 
religious talks. And everybody seemed to 
enjoy it. We sang “God be with you till 
we meet again” just as we reached our des- 
tination and everybody seemed happy de- 
spite the blizzard. Well, the meetings began 
the 16th and continued until Sunday night, 
the 30th, was fairly well attended consid- 
ering the weather and road conditions. The 
people gave splendid attention to the 
preached word, and joined heartily in 
the praise services. Eternity will reveal the 
amount of good accomplished for the king- 
dom. We had the privilege of visiting in a 
large number of the homes of our people and 
enjoyed their hospitality and fellowship. 
We were pleased to hear many kind and 
complimentary remarks concerning my pre- 
decessor, Rev. R. H. McDaniel, also fre- 
quent mention was made concerning Dr. J. 
F. Burnett, who lived among this people 
when he served them for a period of nine 
years or more, in his early ministry. We 
are planning to hold our meeting with good 
brethren of the Oran church in the 
near future, and ask the prayers of the 
brotherhood. Recent word from my brother, 
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Rev. C. F. Hook, of Medusa, N. Y., bears 
the sad news of his serious illness. May 
he, too, have the prayers of the brother- 
hood. With good-will to all—A. W. Hook. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Laurel Ridge, Dec. 10—As I do not re- 
member having seen anything from this 
church in THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY, 
I send a few lines. Our meeting at this 
place was a real spiritual feast. Rev. T. P. 
Garland is held in the highest esteem by his 
people and all who come in contact with 
him feel their hearts warm up within them, 
and express that feeling with a hearty grasp 
of the hand. May God continue to bless the 
pastor and his people. While only four con- 
fessed Christ, we feel that much good was 
done that is not yet come to light. As Bro. 
Garland has only been on this work a short 
time, we predict a bright future for him. 
We were also visited by Bro. Davy Hoilings- 
head from a neighboring church, who is not 
afraid to declare against Satan and his 
army. The dark clouds of war are 
hovering over this nation of ours and many 
vacant chairs are in many homes, where 
ours sons have been called to arms, one of 
my own sons being among the many brave 
boys who are now in the training camps. 
May God’s blessings be added, is the prayer 
of your sister in God’s work.—Mrs. ROBERT 
W. MELLOTT. 


WISCONSIN 


Haskens Chapel—We have just closed a 
ten days’ revival with the Haskens Chapel 
church—did not have the largest of gather- 
ings, due largely to the condition of the 
weather, yet we can confidently say the 
class was revived and encouraged to make 
a greater effort to bring success to the 
cause. While our numbers are small at 
Haskens Chapel, we are made to rejoice that 
God is wonderfully blessing our efforts. 
While in aforesaid meetings. we did not 
have the pleasure of seeing any one con- 
verted, yet we believe in the great promise 
that God has given, saying, “My word shall 
not return unto me void,” so trusting in 
His promise that in the near future, we 
shall see the fruits of our efforts. Feeling 
a greater desire to press on and fight the 
good fight of faith, for we surely think that 
if ever God needed laborers in His vine- 
yard, it is now. And it is our pray,er that 
we at Haskens Chapel may be a mighty 
factor in the hands of our God in winning 
many precious souls to our Lord and Savior. 
We desire an interest in the pravers of 
God’s people, that we may maintain our de- 
sire to go on and covet earnestly the best 
gifts—-Note.—Haskens Chapel is in the 
Richland Union Christian Conference. Jas. 
Bachtenkircher, Cor. Sec.—Guy BAILEY, 
Pastor. 


Richland Center, Dec. 31—The Richland 
Union Christian Conference met in its first 
quarterly session with the church at Beaver 
Valley, Vernon County, Wis., December 21, 
1917. Notwithstanding the good condition 
of the roads, and the mild and pleasant 
weather, the attendance was unusually 
small, there being a bare quorum present. 
The president and vice-president failed to 
answer to roll-call. We hope that when the 
roll is called up yonder they will be there. 
Only three ministers: Vern Kegley, Adolpus 
Prosser, and Marion Bailey responded when 
their names were called. Four of the nine 
churches were represented. The absence of 
many of the leading members did not pre- 
vent the Holy Spirit from being poured out 
upon us. The entire session was a veritable 
love feast. Because of the absence of min- 
isters, the Committee on Devotion had to 
supply a deacon to fill the sacred desk. Like 
the Revelator, we were in the Spirit not on- 
ly on the Lord’s day, but every day during 
the session. Please do not put the prefix 
Rev. to my name, as I am not entitled to it. 
In THE HERALD of November 1, in an article 
headed “Death of W. A. Elder,” you put 
Rev. before my name. When I read it I 
felt half amused and half ashamed. My 
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friends would prefer that if there is any 
change in the name it should be shortened 
instead of adding to it—JAMES BACHTEN- 
KIRCHER, 


' 


REV. HARVEY FRY, MISSIONARY 


Another pioneer missionary has gone to 
his reward. Brother Harvey Fry passed 
over the river on November the 10th at 
Winsper, Idaho, aged 84 years, 8 months, 
and 10 days, and was laid to rest in the 
Dubois Cemetery, Idaho. 

Uncle Harvey, for by that familiar name 
we all called him, was a follower of the 
Master for sixty-six years, most of that 
time being a member of the Christian 
Church. 

He was born in Cortland County. New 
York, Feb. 28, 1833, and belonged in that 
sturdy, God-fearing class of New England 
pioneers who have left the mark of their 
lives in every State and territory of this 
great Republic. 

At age of three years Bro. Fry removed 
with his father to Illinois and in that State, 
at the age of eighteen years, was converted 
to God. Later the family moved to Iowa, 
and in the early sixties was ordained to 
preach the gospel of Christ, which he con- 
tinued to do for more than fifty years. 

Uncle Harvey married early in life and 
as a result of the union, nine children were 
given to him; two of these have passed on— 





REV. H. FRY 


the other seven live to remember the high 
example of a Christian father and the hope 
of a happy reunion by and by. 

In 1885 death claimed his wife. After 
this happened he seemed only to live for 
the good that he could do. 

In 1888, Uncle Harvey came to the then 
territory of Washington and was appointed 
by the Mission Board as home missionary 
for Washington, and we believe that he was 
the first missionary of the Christian Church 
west of the Rockies. He organized the 
Western Washington Christian Conference 
and was its president up till a few years 
ago. 

A memorial service was held by Brother 
D. C. Loucks in the Montesano church on 
Sunday, November 25th. Prof. Eldredge 
Wheeler, superintendent of the Montesano 
public schools, who had been a great friend 
of Uncle Harvey’s for a good many years, 
spoke very feelingly from the thought of 
Uncle Harvey as a citizen and a man. 

The writer spoke from the view-point of 
Uncle Harvey as a missionary and evangel- 
ist, and M. J. Luark spoke from the view- 
point of Uncle Harvey as minister and pas- 
tor. The service was well attended. 

On December 16th another memorial serv- 
ice was held in the Johns River church, 
which was the first church organized by 
Bro. Fry, and the one where he held his 
membership, by the writer, who preached 
from the good fight text—2 Tim. 4:7, 8. 
The following hymns, favorites of Uncle 
Harvey’s, were sung: “The Harvest Time,” 
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“On Christ the Solid Rock,” “I Want to Go 
There, Don’t You?” and “Will There Be 
Any Stars in My Crown?” 

The mortal remains of Brother Harvey 
Fry are laid to rest and his soul has gone 
to God, but the influence of his loyal Chris- 
tian life still lives and his sixty-six years 
of service have given us all an example and 
incentive to go forward. 

W. R. CALDWELL. 

Montesano, Wash. 


WHAT WILL OUR ANSWER BE? 


To the Members of the Woman’s Missionary 
Societies—Rays Hill and Southern Penn- 
sylvania Christian Conference. 


I truly trust that all interested in the 
missionary cause will carefully consider the 
message of the Corresponding Secretary, 
Mrs. Alice V. Morrill, and make February 
a great month for missions, that many new 
members will be secured, and old ones made 
to feel their responsibility. 

Our Master calls us to service, and there 
never was a time when the need of workers 
was more urgent. The excuse, that we are 
called upon to give to so many things just 
now, and that we cannot increase the Mas- 
ter’s workers in the missionary cause, is un- 
founded, and we must begin to overthrow 
such, and make this a year that will bear 
much fruit. We are all proud indeed of the 
past success, and when we read the re- 
ports of our missionaries we rejoice, so let 
us prove to them that we are more than 
ever interested in them and the work they 
are doing. Sister Morrill’s letter reads like 
it was written by inspiration, and is so rea- 
sonable that we must seek to exceed our 
quota as societies of the Rays Hill Confer- 
ence, which is as follows; “MINIMUM OF 
RAYS HILL CONFERENCE:” (1) New 
societies; (2) Young People Organizations, 
two; (8) New Cradle Rolls, twenty; (4) 
New members, twenty; (5) Pledged inter- 
cessors, forty. I feel sure that each socie- 
ty will do its share, and that we can have 
the quota by March first. I know that our 
societies will feel thankful that we are giv- 
en the opportunity to help in this great 
work of our Lord, and let us united go for- 
ward and do the allotted work which is ours 
to do. If your society does not meet before 
the first of February, will you please call 
a meeting, and talk this over, not forgetting 
to pray for divine guidance, which will be 
given. Have your pastor make the an- 
nouncement and appoint committees to car- 
ry out the work as above outlined by the 
corresponding secretary, Mrs. Morrill. Send 
me any suggestion you might have to offer. 
Do this at once, and let each and every one 
feel that this is their opportunity to extend 
our Lord’s cause, and their part in obeying, 
“Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel.” We are asked to meet (all the so- 
cieties of the conference) in a body at some 
place to lay plans for this additional work, 
but I fear this will be impossible at this 
time of the year. and I would suggest that 
committees be appointed by each society 
whose business it will be to arrange a meet- 
ing for such different societies, living in cer- 
tain districts, to meet on a certain day, and 
discuss this movement; let each and every 
society feel this their duty, and begin plans 
to make February “MOBILIZATION 
MONTH.” Watch THE HERALD for plans 
and help, which will appear. The confer- 
ence secretary, Miss Blanche Smith, will 
write churches not having a Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Society, New Young People’s Or- 
ganizations, Cradle Rolls, etc. 

Two things are absolutely necessary to 
make a success: First, Prayer; Second, 
Earnest Effort. 

Our work at home and abroad depends up- 
on the interest each one takes in the work 
at home, so let us feel as different societies 
that we are one, making our aim to do more 
and better work. One thing more I would 
like to suggest, and that is, each society 
should have special times to pray for its 
success, for I believe that our success large- 


JANUARY 17, 1918 


ly depends upon prayer; of course work 
goes with prayer, but where earnest prayer 
is offered, work is sure to follow. We 
should not only pray for the success of our 
home society, but for each and every mis- 
sionary at home and abroad, and we must 
not forget the officials of the Woman’s Mis- 
sion Boards. They need our prayers and 
encouragement, for great is their responsi- 
bility. 

Trusting to hear from each society, send 
me your suggestions and do it now, and do 
your best to interest one and all. 

Yours in the Master’s cause, 
Mrs. J. W. HOFFMAN, 
President Woman’s Mission Board, Rays 
Hill and Southern Pennsylvania Conference. 


GABRIEL A. JACOBS, M. S. 


Death has again claimed the shining 
mark. That cultured and refined man, Ga- 
briel A. Jacobs, M. S., passed away at his 
late home on Brantling Hill, eight miles 
north of Newark Village, at 4:45 a. m., 
Friday, December 28, 1917. 

For some many months past Prof. Jacobs 
had been ailing, but only toward the close 
of the present year did he give over to the 
disease that finally claimed him, and then 
in the presence of his little family he passed 
away in the quiet of peacefulness. 

Prof. Jacobs was the son of Rev. Jesse 
Jacobs, a widely known Christian minister 
of the State of Ohio, and connected with 
Antioch College, at Yellow Springs, of which 
the renowned educator, Hon. Horace Mann 
was the first president. Prof. Jacobs was 
born at Yellow Springs, Ohio, on October 
8, 1854. His early life was on the farm 
and his early schooling was at the district. 

After a preparatory work at Ridgeville 
Collegiate Institute, he entered Union Chris- 
tian College at Merom, Indiana, as a stu- 
dent. After a partial course in that school 
of learning, he entered Michigan University, 
at Ann Arbor, from which, with the class 
of 1882, he received the honorable degree of 
Master of Science. 

While pursuing his college course, he was 
married, on June 4, 1881, to Miss Rebecca 
Jane Jack, who accompanied her young hus- 
band back to his university, and with him 
followed the program of studies. 

Although the sciences were his delight yet 
the public schools called him so he and his 
faithful wife devoted themselves to the in- 
struction of young people. 

For several years they taught in the 
States of Ohio and Indiana, and then came 
a call as principal and preceptress of the 
old Red Creek Academy, at Red Creek, N. 
Y. When, after seven years of service, they 
resigned, it was found that the old academy 
was never in a more flourishing condition. 

They then accepted like positions over the 
Union Free School at Fair Haven, N. Y., 
which school, within less than a year’s time, 
was changed to the Fair Haven High 
School. 

For eight years they served and built up 
the school to a very honorable place among 
the State schools, when a call came from 
Jefferson County. But a single year at 
Carthage made it evident that his vitality 
was giving way to disease. 

Because of the prospect of new vitality 
and the desire to take up farming, they pur- 
chased a large farm on Brantling Hill, 
where they have resided for the past twelve 
years. 

Prof. Jacob’s family consisted of his wife, 
ever faithful and laboring with him; two 
daughters—Miss E. Anna, a teacher near 
Watertown, N. Y., and Miss Emma, the 
teacher of the Brantling Hill school; and 
one son, Jesse, the parent’s mainstay and 
help in conducting the large farm. 

Rev. Francis R. Wade, the family’s long- 
time friend, and pastor in two separate pas- 
torates, officiated at the funeral on last 
Monday afternoon. The remains were 
brought to Newark and interred in New- 
ark’s beautiful cemetery. 
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Mr. Jacobs was a member of the Chris- 
tian church, a member of Newark Grange, 
and of the Arcada town school board. 

Many flowers were in evidence as tokens 
of regard and esteem from friends and the 
Grange. 


A LETTER FROM A SOLDIER 


Rev. A. E. Bagby, Newmarket, Ontario, 
Canada, sends the following letter, but re- 
cently received from its writer, who was in 
camp in England. Perhaps by this time he 
is in France on the battle line. Let our 
praying people remember these dear men 
and their families day by day, as we go be- 
fore the throne of grace. 


Pte. F. P. Ralph, 
No. 285071—C. Co.—10 Platoon 
134th Battln H 8th Highlanders, 
Witley Camp, 
SURREY, ENGLAND. 
DEAR SiR:—I now take pleasure in 
acknowledging the fine parcel sent by the 
Christian Endeavor, together with your note 
of good wishes, which I received safely yes- 
terday. I am writing a letter of thanks to 
the Christian Endeavor, and all my kind 
friends, connected with the Christian 
church. I received the parcel in excellent 
condition (which is a great thing here at 
present and was more than delighted with 
its contents. I wish to thank you for your 
kindness to me in this respect, and to assure 
you how fully I appreciate your goodness. 
I wish also to thank you, sir, for your 
prompt response to my request to you in my 
last letter. My wife told me some time ago 
in her weekly letter that you had been to 
see her, and had exerted yourself on hehalf 
of my family, for which I am exceedingly 
grateful. I know that she has her hands 
very full, and in cases of sickness and other 
complications that may arise it is comfort- 
ing for me to know that there is some one 
looking after their welfare. I thank you 
again, sir, and trust I am not asking too 
much in asking you to continue your kind- 
ness whilst I am away. The weather here, 
at present, is cold and wet, and although I 
am an Englishman myself, after eleven 
years in Canada, I find the damp cold very 
penetrating. As I expect you keep your- 
self well read on all points pertaining to the 
war, there is no need for me to say further 
on this point. But I can assure you we all 
hope for a speedy end to this awful war, 
and look forward eagerly to the time when 
we shall be able to rejoin our loved ones 
at home. It is with great sorrow that we 
hear of the deaths of so many of our towns- 
people, and many others whom we had 
known, but we hope that those of us who 
have not yet been to France will be able to 
make our enemy give account of their horri- 
ble deeds of all description. We were all 
shocked to hear of that terrible explosion 
at Halifax, with such a tremendous loss of 
lives, and homes; it really seems that no- 
body or place is secure from harm, at this 
time. Well, sir, I must conclude for this 
time. Once again thanking you for your 
kindness, and trusting this will find you and 
yours all in the very best of health, as it 
leaves me at present, and wishing you all a 
bright and prosperous new year, I remain, 
Yours sincerely, 
FRANK RALPH. 
December 16, 1917. 
P. S. Our latest information here, is to 
the effect that we leave for France in Jan- 
uary. ¥. 2. B. 


FINESVILLE (N.J) CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


January 1, 1918. I wish all our HERALD 
OF GOSPEL LIBERTY family a very happy and 
prosperous New Year! It has my 
privilege to serve this church as pastor 
for almost ten years, and I want to thank 
God that in these years of service I have 
only disappointed the congregation in miss- 
ing one preaching service, and that was 
caused by the sudden illness of my wife. 
Of course, I have had some vacations when 
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the congregation did not expect me to 
preach. In these years of service, like every 
pastor, I have had some joy, for I believe 
God has made me a channel of blessing te 
a few people, who have been led to a sav- 
ing knowledge of His truth, as it is in Je- 
sus Christ our Lord, but with all the joy, 
of course, there has come some sorrow and 
disappointment. One great cause for disap- 
pointment has been, I have failed to lead 
many members of the church into the high- 
er life of Christian joy. I regret this fact, 
but I believe it to be true that many of the 
members are living on the same plane of a 
self-satisfied life, as when I came. To me 
it seems they have not grown in grace and 
in the knowledge of our Lord. There is a 
reason for this. The fault is not all the 
pastor’s. I have tried to teach them that 
in order to advance in the divine life it is 
absolutely necessary to meet the divine re- 
quirements, as laid down by the inspired 
apostle. See 2 Cor. 6th chapter, and in 
many other passages of Scripture of like 
import, but I see they are not willing to 
obey, and hence the divine promise cannot 
be given. I know God has far richer bless- 
ings to give His children than they enjoy 
in the living of a disobedient life, but what 
can a pastor do more than try to live and 
preach the pure gospel. This I have tried 
to do to this people, and have failed, and 
when these words appear in our (to me) 
dear HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY (which I 
have read for forty years, and more) I 
shall have resigned my work here, and shall 
wait upon God to open to me a door of work 
in some place He may have for me. I only 
want to go where He wants me to go, and 
to say what He wants me to say, and to be 
what He wants me to be. 


On account of the feeble condition of my 
wife, I feel we must have the conveniences 
of village or small town life. If any church 
would like to correspond with me, I will be 
glad to answer, but permit me to say this 
in closing. I will not go to any church 
that has to resort to worldly methods in 
order to pay the pastor’s salary, unless they 
would change. This, of course, does not 
mean we will give up any social gather- 
ings. I believe God wants us to enjoy our 
social powers, but I am opposed to a mix- 
ing of worldly methods and questionable, 
doubtful ways of meeting the expense of 
the house of the Lord. God’s plans are yet 
the best plans. Well, I must stop, or our 
good editor will throw this into the waste- 
basket. God help us to enter fully into His 


covenant of grace. 
JOHN BLoop. 
Riegeleville, New Jersey. 








72 (24) THE 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 


NETUM RATHBUN, Manager, Dayton, O. 





THE HERALD oF GosPEL LiperTy is published every 
Thursday by The Christian Publishing Association in 
the interest of the cause of Christ as represented in 
the work of the Christian Church. 

Bi ION RATES: 
One Year ...... ee ossanaeeesasesnseenben $1.75 
Ten Months .. 


Five Months 
Two Months .. 





IN ADVANCE 

Discontinuance: The paper will be sent until order- 
ed discontinued. 

If you wish your address changed, give both the 
old and the new address. 

Always watch your label just after you have paid 
your subscription. It should be changed within two 
weeks; and change of label will serve as receipt for 
remittance. 

All letters on business of the paper should be ad- 
dressed to THE CHRISTIAN PUBISHING ASSOCIATION, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

ATTENTION |—All matter intended for the columns 


this pa should be sent to the Editor of THE 
cS oy Goeret. Lmsrty, Dayton, Ohio. Do not 


roll, but fold, manuser’-* Communications not sc 
eompanied by the wr CG _# will not be pub 
lished. Do not writ onesil—write only on 
one side of paper. > = 


n Dayton, Ohio, as 


jlass, Intermediate, and 
sson series; a Teachers 
5 = «page weekly paper; « 
. story paper for pupils 
under twelve yer . ; charts and cards for 
Primary classes. re high-grade, edited and 
published by our own peuple. Samples cheerfully 
furnished. 

The Graded Lessons are carried in stock and orders 
promptly filled. We can also furnish many additional 
supplies and items of equipment for Sunday-schools. 
Let us have your inquiries. 


| A SARS CEI TEL EE AINE Nt LE TL SIO: 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


o 
We publish Adult> 3 
Junior quarterlies, >; 3 
and Officers Jourr~ 
combined weekly 225 





Sditorials:— 
Christianity, or Infidelity, Which? ........... 3 
Is It Not Disgusting? ........seeeceeceeeeees 3 
An Important Distinction ..........eeeeeeees 4 
How the Pastor Can Help .......+seeeeeeees 4 
MentioningS ......-cesccerecscecsccecssecees 4 
Notes—Personals—Events .....seseseeececeees 5 
Contributions :— 
Thankfulmess in the Time of Distress. By Rev. 

W. E. Baker ........cecceees nes boo wee tas ® 
Prayer and Power. By Miss Petronelle Wak- 
BARD. 2.0.cncincnncccecceccccsesesece 606ehes es 
Sweet Sabbath Bells. (Poetry) By Emily J. 
oe ee rr re 


Silver Linings in the War Clouds. By Rev. G. 


A. Conibear, D. Du ....ccccccccccccccccces 8 
The Imperative Need of Religious Influence in 

the United States Army Camps. By Marvin 

TERESA 5 600 o> 0:00.00.0008568.0090)50 004060005 
Giving the Prisoners Liberty. By Rev. Chas. 

BH. Spur@eoM 2c ccccccveccccvccccccoscccece 9 
The Calling and Mission of the Prophets. By 

Rev. I. J. Rosenberger ....cccccscccccccres 
Assyrian and German. By Rev. Wm. J. War- 

SOMO on cc ccccecccvcvensccsspecese 10 
Plain Speech. By T. Darley Allen 11 





Be Not Among the Winebibbers. By Mrs. 
ERE SUE s 00nane0sosbn0ddndnananeese® 


Departments :— 


Our Question Box .......ceesceseceeeeeseess 2 
News of General Interest in the Secular World . 





The American Christian Convention .......... 
Sunday-schools ......-eeeeececesevecs reanes 14 
Christian Endeavor ........ssseeceeecceees 15 
Foreign Missions ........eeseecescceeeesees 16 
Home Missions .......seeeseeseceees evecee 17 

: Woman’s Missionary Department ........... 17 
BEAmeRtbON .. occ ccc ccc ccccccccccccccccccccece 18 

News From the Field ..........ceecceececcees 20 

DENI, & ios 0.06855 0ss o0te end icsngp easeen sabe 24 

Wate DMD. cnivccccrccencescoccccsnnessiesees 24 

Official Information .......c.cccccccccccccccs 24 

Miscellaneous :— 

Book by Former Lewiston Pastor ........... 19 

Rev. Harvey Fry, Missionary ...... bane ae 

What Will Our Answer Be? .. - 

Gabriel A. Jacobs, M. S. ... - 2 

A Letter From a Soldier ..........+. . 28 

Finesville (N. J.) Christian Chureh ........ - 28 


HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


Marriages 





STANLEY—MILLER.—James R. Stanley, of Ko- 
komo, and Blanche Miller were united in marriage 
by writer Saturday evening, Dec. 22. Parents of 
groom were former members of our church here. The 
young couple will reside in Kokomo. 

R. H. Gort. 


ETCHISON—CULBERTSON.—Mr. Bert L. Etchi- 
son, of Kokomo, and Mary E. Culbertson, of Indi- 
anapolis, were united in marriage Tuesday evening, 
Dec. 18. Mr. Etehison is an honored member of 
police force and will reside in this city. Ceremony 
pronounced by R. H. Gott. 


CLARK—PACKER.—Thursday, Dec. 27, 1917, at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Eber H. Packer, Portlandville, 
N. Y., their only daughter, Anita L., to Mr. Harvey 
F. Clark, of Pittsburgh, Pa., in the presence of rela- 
tives of both parties. Bride is a member of church 
here, They will reside in Pittsburgh, Pa. Ceremony 
performed by Rev. J. A. Foss. 








Fallen Asleep 


FRANK AMOS EPPARD died at Camp Green, 
Charlotte, N. C., January 6, 1918, aged 23. Buried at 
Leaksville, Page Co., Va. He was a true Christian. 


Earp. 








REUBIN BLOWERS, Jr., departed this life October 
30, after a brief illness in his 64th year. The funeral 
service was conducted by Rev. Robt. Waddell, pastor, 
in the Christian church of which the deceased was a 
member, also a trustee. Interment in Christian ceme- 


tery here. Eumza A. KING. 
Cranberry Creek, N. Y. 


WILLIAM WALLACE RHOADS, son of John A. 
and Sarah Rhoads, born in Fairiield Co., Ohio, Sept. 
16, 1847, died at his home in Argos, Ind., January 3, 
1918. He leaves surviving him, his wife, three chil- 
dren, one brother, one sister, a number of grand- 
children, and other relatives. He was for thirty 
years one of the most faithful members of the Argos 
Christian church and will be greatly missed among 
the brethren. Funeral services were held in the 
Christian church, Argos, Sunday, Jan. 6, at two p. m., 
conducted by the pastor, Rev. A. W. Sparks, and the 
I. O. O. F. Interment in the Argos Cemetery. 


MRS. SARAH PHENE WRIGHT—The death of 
Sister Wright occurred December 15, 1917. She was 
almost 78 years of age. She was a member of the 
Bethlehem Christian church, and a devout Christian. 
She was the mother of fourteen children. Her hus- 
band was an honored minister of the Christian church, 
and among her step-children may be mentioned Rev. 
J. R. Wright, who wrought well for the Christians 
in this part of the country. The funeral was attend- 
ed at her old church by a large concourse of people, 
who followed her to her last resting place. She was 
indeed a mother in Israel, and will leave a hallowed 
influence upon her children and relatives, who are left 
to mourn their loss. G. W. SHEPHERD. 








Official Information 


NEW ADDRESSES 


Rev. Jos. B. Fisher, R. D., Nappanee, Ind. 
Rev. C. F. Hook, Greenville, N. Y. 

Rev. Belle H. Hook, Greenville, N. Y. 
Edward F. Mellott, Stanfordville, N. Y. 
Rev. J. H. Lightbourne, R. D. 3, Sout 
Rev. A. B. Houseman, Fletcher, Ohio. 

Rev. Mary G. Rheubottom, North Coloma, Mieh. 


: 


Rev. E. E. Bennett, Cynthiana, Indiana. 
Rev. S. B. Klapp, R. D. 3, Ruffin, N. C. 
Rev. Edward H. Macy, 16 Beckett St., Portland, Me. 
Rev. W. D. Samuel, Vaughnsville, Ohio. 


Hermon Eldredge, Army Y. M. C. A., Camp Upton, 
Long Island. 


NOTICE 


The undersigned is now at Liberty to correspond 
with Christian churches in need of a pastor. Country 
churches preferred. Date R. GILL. 

R. D. 2, Leon, W. Va. 


PASTOR WANTED 


At the recent annual meeting of the Christian 
church at Morganville, N. Y., Frank W. March, of 
South Byron, N. Y., was elected chairman of the 
Ministerial Committee, and we are still in need of a 
regular pastor. Any one wishing to apply, address 
Mr. March as above. 


NOTICE TO CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


As most of our churches already know, the em- 
barkation camp for our soldiers who are to go to 
France is located in the city of Newport News. Dur- 
ing the coming months thousands of our men and 
boys will be in this city, some located for an in- 
definite period of time. While this is true, hundreds 
of our boys from Christian churches, east, west, north, 
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and south, will be in this city, and that for quite a 
while. « 


While they are here, our hearts go out after them, 
and we wish somehow that we knew every one of 
them, but this is impossible unless we have the aid of 
the churches. If the churches will aid us, we are 
willing and anxious to get in touch with these men 
and render any assistance we are able to render, by 
looking up the men and giving them any assistance 
we can by inviting them to church, to our homes, 
or any way we can to place them under influence of 
their own church as they are preparing to leave 
America. 

I am therefore sending this notice to all concerned: 
If your church has a boy, either in Camp Stuart, or 
Camp Hill, and you will notify this writer, we shall 
be only too glad to look him up, and render any 
assistance possible. While our church is small, and 
we cannot do much in a social way, it does maintain 
a Sunday-school, two Christian Endeavor societies, 
and preaching services each Sunday. When writing, 
please give full name, company, and regiment. If 
you will do this, we shall have no trouble in finding 
the men. Otherwise it would be very difficult to find 
them among thirty or forty thousand men. When 
writing your men, state to them that our church is 
located in the East End of the city, just a few blocks 
from Camp Stuart. Ask them to drop in for a service 
and make themselves known. 

Send all communications to J. V. Knight, Pastor 
East End Christian Church, 1018 25th Street, New- 
port News, Va. 


WYOMING 


The Land of Opportunities 


Wyoming to-day offers the best op- 
portunities that were ever offered the 
American people, 


Choice land, good water, ideal cli- 
mate, good class of people, best of 
school systems, churches, R. F. D., 
good roads. 


You cannot make a mistake in com- 
ing to Wyoming and buying a home 
now; land is advancing every day in 
price and production. 

We are in a position to sell any size 
tract of land at the right price. 

We have a number of 320 acre 
tracts near a little Christian College 
town on the C. & N. W. R. R. This 
is a Christian community with a very 
high class of Christian people; an ex- 
cellent place to bring up a family. 











If interested write 
KNIGHT & SEWARD 
Douglas, Wyo. 
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